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along with the unthinking vulgar. Bad as 
tic if i nothing ferange; the nature-of 
, man Fd ſuch, that the cares and attachments 
-” e preſent lift abſolutely feallew 1 * all 
: concern fon futurity. . Temporal . joys. are 
preferred . to. the. eternal ; conſcience, if not 


utterly Pified,.is, lulled after with decepti ve 
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the placę is hereby ordered to remit ther to 
their, excellencies, 

_ (3dly) But if, contrary to theſe n 
any ſubject of their excellencies ſhould not 


anſwer the confidence placed in their obe 
dilenece, to the expreſs tenor of this their 
5 excellencies very earneſt prohibition, ſuch a | 


one ſo far failing in his duty as not to de- 


15 liver up, to the juſtice of the place the ſald 


book within the term preſcribed, ſhall, on 
diſcovery, pay a fine of a hundred dollars 
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laid on all Za ſhall buy or ſella printed r 
written copy, either of the preſent or any 
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it; ſo that neither the preſent nor future 
- owners and buyers are in any-wiſe to expect 
dhe leaſt abatement of the fine. 
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our regency againſt ths reverend Mr. 
gives me ſuch concern, that I bave 
Boats myſelf obliged to enter on a cloſe | 
examination of it, and communicate to you 
my opinion, together with a brief account 
of this tranſaction. e e,, 
It is now above twenty years fince Mr. 
H. had employed himſelf er a method 
for bringing within due limitations the forus 
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tenſion of them; and after long labour and 
: able application, he has at length, 
"completed his point, Hereupon his pru- 
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to his character, 0 his age, © ' his fa- 
mily, to his rights as'a fellow citizen, nor 
even to his life, which, for want of air and 
exerciſe, was ſoon brought to a final period. 
He was ſeized with a total ſtoppage of per- 
ſpiration, a few months after his confine- 
ment, and departed with great ſerenity of 
mind; leaving his widow a comfortable 
maintenance, and in his book an everlaſting 
proof of his ſuperior merit, erudition, piety, 
love of truth, humanity, ardent zeal for the 
proſperity of our country, for the de- 
fence of our ſacred liberties, and thoſe of 
mankind in general. His fate was that of 


moſt reformers in church and ſtate. He fell 


a victim to pride, to ignorance, to the reſent- 
ment, and to the WRITER of 5 con- 
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his creation, The ſtateſman as a member 
of ſociety. Theſe ſeveral conſiderations of 

being connected and maturely weigh- 

ed, we ſhall. be enabled to form a jadg- 
ment of his Whole conduct, his deſires, and 
averſions, with the reſpective grounds and 

cauſes of them, and ſuch a judgment as 
will come pretty near the truth. In order 

bo this we arer with the -philoſopher, fi 
to enquire into his nature; and here we 
immediately perceive than to be a being 
compounded of ſoul and body ; two eſſen· 

ces whoſe - natures: are infinitely different, 

and whoſe internal frame and original ſub- 

the ideas we can form of them are deducible 
only from their propeftics! and actions, 
which, ] nene wy be ſufficient for 


muy | 2 £4 5 "ot n 
. „ ö of F £ T 5 wy 
AGED ts # 4 : A. r 3 


8 * . * * 2 : 
F F , $ , - N ; ww . „ : * N 5 - 
Ak 3 "ERS Ed wy «# ; Yu. 2 
LEE N , 3 , 
4 * Pe. * 


12 


2 oh £44 5 ; * 53 45 5 


* 


6954s e 


mixture of theſe conſtituent parts, al! 3 
our 3 are framed, the ſolids or rover IN 7 
| as the bones; the ſoft, as the fleſh, „ 
and nerves; the fluids, as the juices.. %% , 
the members muſt be adapted a cor | 
functions, this. mixture is ſo ordered that © 7 
the ſolid. parts abound in earth, have little : 
oil, and the leaſt water of any. Now, on ' 
a view of the ſtructure. of the body; its d.. 
mirable beauty, and majeſtic-form,. intitle — 
it to the preference above all other crea- a. 
tures. If we further conſider the diſpol . 
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ned; ene W's not with! 
ing ſome wh hold it to be a mere chi- 
mera, 2. non- entity. There is nothing -fo 
infipid that the philoſophers will not diſh 
up, and their ſectaries greedily feed on 
and digeſt. ' Whatever is taught, be it 
erer ſo abſurd, will meet with diſciples; 
but all theſe cavillings have only verified 


they became "fools, Rom. i. What then is 
this Jomiething poſſeſſed of ſuch faculties ? 
Az to the corporeal world, we are ſtran- 
8 cerviothe — of ith feveral parts; and 
in the ſpiritual world, we are ſtill more igno- 
rant: all therefore we can do is to obſerve 
and examine its operations. Vi think, and 
are conſcious _ ſuch powers exiſt in v us, 
when our thoughts | 

| themſelves to the underſtanding, we admit 
them as they are; as the eye fixed on an 
ect receives the image without meddling 

v in any ſhape. 'We-feel : that is, ac- 
cor digits thi inotion which objects excite 
in the body, we are, — we will 
or no, affected with pain or pleaſure, and 
pleaſing or diſpleaſing thoughts ſpring up 
in our minds. Ve chuſe : that is, we aſſent 
 orrefuſe; we will or will not. All object 
c the mind or ue are either true 
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* Other philoſophers explode natural influ- 


the TT the: Hood. grey 
and: the -increaſe of all the juices. This 
7 D this directs all the motio 

of the body, according to the injunction of 
the will, pe er yet knows nothing of 75 


this. For this ſyſtem Van Helmont, P 


tacelſus, Bochm, Poirat, and all the . 
miſts, in general, have declared, without 
giving any ſatisfactory proof of zit, i177 
ence, as not at all capable of exciting in 
ges in the ſoul, and advance that to fill up 
the infinite gulph between the ſoul and the 
moſt ſubtle corpuſcles, nothing leſs i is re- 
aduited than the divine Omnipotence; and 
that God, through the medium of ſuch and 
ſuch motion in the body, excites ſuch and 
| ſuch thoughts in the mind. For inſtance, 


the light of the ſun hurts my eyes f if I ap- 


h too near the fire it burns me: on 


this occaſion, God excites, or even forms in 


my mind, the ideas or ſenſations of 
On the other hand, the thought, that to 
die for ones is glorious, prompts 
the body to the e, heroic atchievements, 
3 to this — irc which — 


| theoſophiſts have Becher a ut 22 
ture, an archeus*®, an intermediate r 
| between body and ſpirit, as the melum Ft 
theſe operations; | 2 
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r Wolfe, dern fet in a "clear 


HT fi gained univerſal admiration; Te p-. 

_ I poſes God to have created ba and BE 8 

; ; ſoul as two diſtinet machines, the 

: | having in it the principle and cauſe of all 8 | 

| He and the foul that of all 2 
9289 | 50 OLD TIC $370 C467 3 tl . . | 3 2 
wes. 1. e chomilt uſed, by 8 . = 
ſome certain principle of life and motion, as as the cauſe of  . 

| all the effects obſervable in nature ; and it has berm appl. ; 


ed by them to very different things. gome uſed to figni= 
| fy the fire lodged in che centre of the earth, and aſcribei 

to it the generation of metals and. minerals, and ſuppoſed 

it allo to be the ptinciple'of life in vegetables: other un- 

derſtood by it a certain mene oy | 
imagined, is diffuſed throughout the whole creation, and = 

is the actiye cauſe of all [the phenomena of nature. Others 

give it the name of &h , f. . the foul of the world; 
n or heat of the earth. They 

ſuppoſe thore Le e as wh . 
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; powers of our body and ſoul: theſe are 
the of all our conduct; in theſe 
-all our actions, whether praiſe-worthy or 
ſcandalous „have their beginning. Theſe 
paſſions are, in their nature, good and be- 
neficial, neceſſary to the diſcharge of our. 
callings: they are as the gale by which we 
make way in the voyage of life. But, as in 
the world, air, fire, and water, are of the 
higheſt uſe, ſo from them ariſe the greateſt 
damages. The wind promotes navigation; 
but what havock does a ſtorm n e 


boy 


7 — and: — 2 1 bee 
they productive of trouble and wretche 
neſs, if not under the ſway. of reaſon; or 
reſtrained by laws, To ſhew how - 

ſpring from the intermixed powers of ſoul 
and body, to unfold their great number, 
their ſeveral degrees, their various kinds, 
with their many diſguiſes and contrarieties, 
n _— too far; and beſides, - we 
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7t 


ſtrength. Some get the ſuperiority 
others; and hence the different manners 
of nations, ſo that what with one is a crime, 
is only a miiter of indifference to another * 
and the man whom wie adore as a demi- 
g , is by others deteſted as a murdere 
and a * to ſociety. Y The ae ſpirited 
E 3. and 


K liberal - a giddy Wale wy 4 ſtupid 9 a 


infidel ſhall be ſtiled a free-thinker, who 
has nobly cleared his mind of ſu 
tion, and the mean 


ng: nies not — in a true 
ght; and hence falſe and wrong 
eee, making virtues vices, and vices 
Aw Hobbs a «pe do our paſſions 
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fame can 1 avarice, and . 
: this again can ſuppreſs: ; +. gb 


and hatred get the better of fear; this — 
roften overawes injuſticez and evenithe ES 
derate paſſions not ſeldom reſtrain ts 
more impetuous and extravagant. : e 
paſſions ſtimulate deſire, and impoſe on the + 2, 
underſtanding ; ſo that we will whatweought — 
not, and do unſeaſonably what we 
d not be brought to do, n wwe 


nnn 
1 
ab 


ad $ 4 1 : 
Ht l 2 EY 
3 + . # i * 44S Fi 


m5 


. 
3 fy 7 er * 4&6 
+: 222 


1 * 8 a ge 


ee ab 
= EPS 1 4 


thinks the dif- 


ferent 
lil 4 kinds or 


"2; 
* 
. 


I may be. a 


6 
** k ILY , 


General | 
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d dd of ſommapyqualitiesinfinitely 


yet all ſo differen 
it may be held as a e. gre: 
not two ſouls throughout the univerſe whoſe 
thoughts are abſolutely alike : this, in ſome 
meaſure, accounts why mankind take ſuch 
very different roads in their purſuits after 
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F TER this Faint: ſkorok'of/ mankin . 
we eatindt butbe filled with admiration at the 
power, which amidſt all 
the contrarjeties of man, can ſo over · rule 
and guide him, that, notwithſtanding all 
reluctaney and oppoſition, he ſhall certain- 
ly keep within the orbit "aligned to him. 
What a maſter-piece! A being compound- 


light and darkneſs, wildem und folly; ef 5 
liberty and "ſlavery, of dignity and abaſe- 
ment, of reaſon and paſſions ; a being, the 
powers eee eee. 
mitting war ee and ar 

themſelves. The i 


ſcourge of the Jeſuits, lms, au his ry 

given us a very lively picture of the dontra- 

dictions in man. Qgellt chimure of ve , 
gue Phone! "Quelle nouveaurt,” gel ate, 
- $45 | 2 45 


1 
quel ji jet ae cuntrudiction . uge d. router 
cbaſet, imbecile' ver dg terre; 'depofitaire' 4. | 
vrai, amas d incertilld:; glove etirebut de 
* P uni vers. 0 17 ſe vante, je Fabai ; 911 
vabbalſſe, je le vante; et je le contredis tou- 


jours, juſqii'd ce qu 5l apprenno gu 8 


monſire incomprehenſible, I had ſtiled man 


a maſter-piece ; and both appellations, Now © 499 
ever contradictory, are not without theie 


teaſons. Paſcal conſiders man as a corrupt+ 
ed creature: I relatively to his beautiful 
ſtructure, and the admirable combination of 
the powers of his ſoul and body; points of 
view extremely different. He who is any 
thing converſant with optics, knows that 
the ſame- picture differently viewed re- 
preſeuts à man or a landſcape, A picture 
erxhibits very different images, as it is near 
or far from the eye, according to the ſide in 
which it is viewed, and the firength' or 
faintneſs of the light. No this obſer va: 
tion may lead us to form a truer judgment 
of the conduct and actions of men. All 
affairs have ſexeral ſides: many are the du- 
ties to which man is bound towards God, 
himſelf, and his neighbour; and indeed he 
bears a relation to all creatures. Wanne 
does may in one reſpect be prudent, juſti- 
0 and good; and in other reſpects de- 
of 0 e crimental | 


1 „ 7 
'trimental and culpable. This wil plainly 
appear in conſidering, the nature of oaths, 
which may be ſacred © N or . 
_ 3 5 , 2 gs, 2 
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Hb, WE thall now wks i a more intereſting ; 
. E men, View of man, and conſider him in his innate. 
4. paſſion for happineſs, and his conſequent 
actions. Here with amazement we ſee 
him fluttering from object to object, from 
| ereature to creature, and toiling in an eager 
ſearch after the real good, without finding 
it. Amidſt the faint light of his under- 
ſtandin g. which is farther obſcured by many 
paſſions, he is continually graſping the ſha- 
dow for the ſubſtance ; ſo that atlength he 
muſt, to his confuſion, acknowledge with 
Solomon, and he ſpoke from the beſt of ex- 
perience, tbat all is meer vanity of vanities. 
The man of letters, after all his cloſe ſtudy, 
and emaciating-lucu brations, is convinced 
that his erudition is very imperfect, and a 
vexation of ſpirit. Another aims at mak- - 
ing a figure in the ſtate, and lording it ovet 
others, till experience brings him to a ſenſe 
that he has all along been a ſlave to his am- 
„ | With another riches are the darling 
I „ n : 
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t; and, after the greateſt ſaceeſs in his. 
8 he finds that no wealth will ſatisfy e 
deſire. Another is all for pleaſure, which - 

in a ſhort time palls on his taſte, and termi- 
nates in diſguſt. The Stoics imagined they 
had hit the mark in placing their happineſs 
in apathy, not confidering that this was re- 
ducing man to a lifeleſs clod. | All equally 
aimed at happineſs; and fo far were they 
agreed, as this impulſe ever was, and will 
be the predominant principle in man, Let 
us take a retroſpect of the means uſed by. 
the firſt ſages of the world for NR: 


* en 1 
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ON the increaſe, and this conſeiuentit a 2 

| diſperſion of mankind,” they ſoon came to _ 

| obſerve, that their well. being required they happinels 4 
ſhould live in ſocieties, and unite their 2 
ſtrength, that they might the better op- ä 
poſe wild beaſts and wicked men. It 1 
was alſo obvious to them, that, by this 
union of ſtrength, and mutual mee 77 
the neceſſaries and conveniencies of life 9 8 
might be more readily procured; more 

than if every individual ſhifted for Himſelf. .. = 

FO bog perceived, that this ſocial life 
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* that ſtack of innate ideas, about which ſo 


| „ 'S 
would enlarge the Wiebe refing 
reaſon. amend the will, and; by means of | 
wiſe laws, reſtrain the abe ee of deſires 
and paſſions. Theſe benefits of the ſocial 
life we ourſelves daily experience. In or- 
der to a man's eating his neceſſary foo with 
decency. and ſafety, ſome thouſands of 
hands, I ſay ſome thouſands, muſt have 
been employed. This will ſoon be allow 
ed, on conſidering through how many 
hands a ſpoon, a knife, and all the other 
utenſils, with meat and drink, paſs through 
before they are fit for uſe; likewiſe how 
many are employed in the materials and 
tools for building and furniſhing a houſe ; 
what inſtruction is alſo required before a 
monkey is formed into a rational man; for 
without ſuch education, allowing man all 


many abſtruſe reveries have been publiſhed, 
he ok hardly have raiſed bicaſelf above 
that creature. I dare. queſtion, whether 
man, left alone to his natural genius, would 
equal a well⸗ taught elephant: and chis is 
queſtion countenanced by ſome buman crea- 
tures of both ſexes ; no farther traces of 
reaſon appearing in them than what: are 
. common to the brute creation, the finding 
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| —_— ſelß⸗ N eb maps 
mind has ſubdued the violence of paſſion, is jettion. 
of opinion, that we ſhould do better with» ”% 
out ſuch aſſiſtance, Had it been poſſible, 
he was for bringing us to live on acorns; 

and dwell in caves, and herd with the 

| beaſts. He will; find it a hard taſk to per- 
ſuade that valuptugry Voltaire to any ſuch 
thing, or to gain diſoiples in this: part of 

the world, where every thing ſeems going 

to ruin by am exceſſive luxury, and famine 
prevails amidſt exuberance and rovelry. It 

is however certain, that. agreeably to his 
opinion, an extenſive knowledge and ac- 
Auaintance with things whet defire ; many 
occupations inflame Fvarice,. and the ſocial 
life gives riſe to ſome violent paſſions, 0 
which nature, eontented with little, is a2 

- Brongeri. and unqueſtionably, to moderata 
Den ee alſion, there cod nat bee 


 primitine: — of 3 This 
bepheris good ſenſe vill nat allow us. r 


purpoſe has bountiful 7 nature: batolt on 
us ſo many of its gifts within the bowels, and 
on the ſurface of the earth; gifts which we 
2 could not enjoy without manual aſſiſtance? 
How ſhould we employ the powers: f our 
ſoul and body, which require a continua! 
-aQion, as promotive of our welfare, and 
that of others? He certainly means no more, 
than to bring a tree that has taken a erook - 
ed turn into a ſtraight and regular growth; 
I mean, he would correct the many abuſes 
of ſocial life, by laying before us a model 
of greater api ' Poſſibly the yices 
and violences among polite nations, and the 


plain innocent manner of living among the 
ſavages, may have led him to give his wit 
and eloquence full range, in r e 
one and A HAS a the rethge, «* it 


n 
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. r. was likewiſe” Wem found; 5555 4 : 
were abſolutely neceſſary for curbing the 
impetuoſity of — ſince men, if leſt 
to their wills, would be no better than ſo 
many wild beaſts to each other. A rule was 
therefore to be invented, by which every 
one ſhould guide his public and FG | 


e ; 


fs 1 


F which, as members of ſociety, all bore to 
nothing elſe than real ſelf-intereſt," 


poſſible in ſoul and body, without doing 


great and powerful motive of all our ac- 
tions. This, in all times, from the begin- 
ning of the world, in all men, in all places, 
and in all deſigns, has been the principal ob- 
: ject, and will ever continue ſuch, whilſt men 
are men. This is the longing of all rational 
creatures: this the hunger and thirſt after 
happineſs, even in thoſe whom deſpair 


as On cloſing the ſcene of their ſuffer- 


dis dere ſuch daring courage, as to leap 


and is burning, but a deſire of happi- 


fully conſult the welfare of the ſubject, and 


charges his office w ith due diligence; if the 
artificer diſtinguiſhes himſelf by ſkill and ; 
Indij a if the TO * renews 
his 


herons ld Ui d Len Nd WG 
own' natural condition, and i in the relation 


one, and one to all. This is, and can — 4 


l only law of nature is to promote one's 11 
welfare, and make one's ſelf as happy as 


any injury to our neighbour. This is the 


prompts to put an end to their exiſtence, 
Whence does the weaker ſex in In- 

into the flaming pile, where the deceaſed | 
— If the ſovereign and magiſtrates care- | 


proſperity of the ſtate; if the teacher diſ- 


K® 
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8 promoting otil g their bappi- 
and Thall oh, that Th qe 
ter which u br 


2 good, The divine wifdom may im- 
om taſte toall carthly bleſſings, or de- 


3 


this view, | that We may ſeek a 
all- ſ 


W to obey, the will of another; but all, boch 


che pub . i He weg ge being af | 
| dle inallcaſes by others, without making 
any return, contrary to the rule of true. ſelf 
jntereſt, the deing to others As. we w te 
dune pl. For the obſervance. of this law, and 
to give it its proper weight, they found cn. 
ther indiſpenſibly neceſſary, 20 
inſtitute government, inveſting the ſovereign 
os with power to reQify ſelf, intereſt from its 
degeneracy; to render it of public benefit; - 
| to cauſe. young people to he educated in vir- 
tue and uſeful accompliſhmetits ; to im- 
prove their underſtanding; to make their 
puſlans bmi to. the laws ; toexalt all their 
powers; thus every way promoting the pub- 


| power and authority he was to uſe all effec» 
tual means, with neceſſary fines and penal- Jo 
ties of all kinds, even N itſelf. Thus 
did a people transfer the wills of all to the 
will of the ſovereign; but the ſovereign has 
likewiſe ſubmitted his will to that of the 
people, that no one may be bound implicitly 


| ſornreignand fabjod, be under the national 
will. You have fay to me, nor I 


to you I ſhall not aſſume 4 ſuperiority over 
N 5 but the whole collec» : 


lic welfare For the maintenance of ſuch 


+ 2B 2 . 5 
dual, We every individual is bo nd to fup- 
port this command, and pay obedience to 

it. Accordingly government is to be revered 

and honoured as a divine "inſtitution, as 
maintaining that law of nature which is the 
baſis of all temporal welfare: that no man 

ſhall obſtruct or moleſt another in his ho- 
neſt endeavours after happineſs;” and the 
people's conſent to inveſt the ſovereign 

With a power adequate to ſo good an end, 

is to be confidered as. an intimation of 
| the divine will, ever wiſe and gracious. 
Had a people been ſo inconſidreate as to 
make a tender of an unlimited power to a 

ruler, no man in his right ſenſes would 
have accepted of it, as to reign over fools 

and madmen is no great hondour. The 
court ſycophants, with Hobbes and Machi- 
aàvel, who inſinuate other maxims of go- 
vernment, are guilty of high treaſon againſt 
the ſacred rights of Wanind: : they fatally 

deceive even princes themſelves, and, at 
the ſame time, betray their ignorance of 
truths grounded in the very nature of man, 
and not to be eradicated by force or artifice. 

Tam mightily pleaſed with the generous an- 
ſwer of an Engliſh gentleman to king 
James II. WhO TA — an 8 
| CPS," T1 cattnot a 


1 
| the Creator of all things. | le m anki 
a ſaddle..on their. backs, and bridles in t | 
mouth, and à dozen or tawo f l, to. ride 2 
them at their Pleaſure. In all free ſtates: it | 
is a received maxim, that the ſovereig y 
reſts in the law, the majeſty i in the main- 
tainer of the laws, and in the ſupport « 
execution of them xeſts the ſafety of the 
whole ſtate; and whilſt this maxim is in- 
ge he where: to, AG thing br well, | 


* 
17 3 


"SECTION. Av. Jil 
| NOTHING is 0 proper, & wiſe 33 


x Wen but when it comes into men's — _ 
| unlucky hands, it is ſoon, as it were, defiled Gree 
and corrupted. One would have thought nun! _— 
government a cure for all; evils, without 
looking any farther, as certainly the moſt ex- 
cellent and even a divine expedient for re- 
ſtraining the paſſions and violent impulſes of 
nature within due limits; but the rulers to 
whom ſuch authority had been committed \ 
| ſoon came to abuſe it: the guardian-angels, * 
| ſo beloved and honoured; were by an in- 
ſatiable ambition turned into demons. To 
check this evil the oath was contrived, thoug 
the world had ſubſiſted above two ere 7 
N without any ſuch . this tie Was 
to 


to ſuppreſs 


freedom, and govern according to law4 | 


their coronation to obſerve the fundamental 
laws. In Greece the Archontes, the Theſ-. 
mothetes, the very Areopagus itſelf, the 


the peop ie dl ehey had taken che. lo 


WA 2h. 4s bie ary powers 
accordingly rulers ſwore they 
make an ill aſe of their nag th that they 
would maintain the people in their natural 


y this may have given riſe to the pre- 
t- cuſtom of kings folemnly ſwearing at 


ſupreme court of that country, ſwore to the 


like effect; and at Athens, the youth, on 


attaining their twentieth year, were not 
preſent at the aſſomblies of 


ene dat: Never to ſhe any Ffm | 


blood for their: country and its religion, 


20 ridge; when requiſite ; not to hurt their 
25 


but in all things to deck its proſe 
v pority s [tobe ſubject to the magiftracy; 
x0 cover and pp oſe ſingly, or jointly 


, gction, nor ſhamefully run away to fave 


it cheir lives; to ſhed the laſt drop of their 


« and this either jointly with other citizens, 


at yich others, all — ſhall invalidate, or 


endeavour to invalidate the laws, 00 


to adhere to the 


1 — — --'To all thi 
_— A 2 * 
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The Romans, ſo renowned pong, — 1 
likewiſerdedvoured, "in imlestien wf us 


Greeks; to „„ out; SP 
but both Greeks'and 'Romans/foune W 
fach ligaments are — . — 
men e eee g 
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| VEPthe Greeks, wich all their cichineſ Mock 
of invention, acuteneſs of intellects,- and yere a. 


kill in/polities, did'not'think Gt s Neal un Che : 


vath ſo far as we Chriſtians have; and, "iis 


abe — — Jes. 1 
ally — The ſubhects like- 

iſs! of many oaths eannet, in their very 

nature, be rationally ſworn to; not to men- En 

tion, that inflicting a penalty on oaths tends 


to root out all / ſenſe of religion, it being ? 
certainly from religion alone that outs 7 
Fſhouldiderwe their whole function. 

We call on God as a wine, God, 'to Nature of 
— her open, and from whom ig 3 


icke G Cod a. an avenger, whoſe revenge 
is always righteous, and which none can 


jeſty by a falſe oath, we draw on out- 


truth to light, and — the obſerv- 
ance of our ſeveral duties, then, if any 


1 


when we inſult the Divine mas» 


falves * eng emen we extlude 
by his ear Son; We poor indie 
formally, and before many witneſſes, call 
down his vindictive juſtice; we totally te- 


nounce his. mercy. now and in the hour of 


death ; we deprive ourſelves of every good 


both in time and eternity; we render our- 
ſelves ſubject to his wrath, which is a 

_ conſuming and unquenchable fire burning 
45 down to the loweſt hell; for all chis i is in⸗ 


cluded in theſe words, ſo help me God. 
Indeed where the deſign is really to bring 


thing can remove diſtruſt and procure a 


confidence in our ne, it + walk be | 


+ 


an oath. . : Ws 
is * 1 SJ SE & > 8 A , 3 £ F- 3 F ++ 4 2 
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LET: us ar eee 2 | 
- .thod, which only reaſons) af ſtate had in- 
vented and ſo rigidly enforced, be thus 


e and ene. We all aoknow- 
"_—_ 


FE 


I 6 1} 
ledge it to, be ſomething. very terridles- 0 W 


ſubject one's ſelf to God s eternal vengeanet 
as we not only in bet IR oo oaths 
of innumerable kinds concerning paſt things, 
and which are well known to us, but much 
more in pre niſſory 0aths- concerning UNr 
certain future thin gs; Which, by reaſon of 
our natural levity, or the violence of our 
corruptions, it is next to impoſſible to ob- 
ſerve. On this account it will be well 
worth while to conſult hiſtory, whether 
theſe ſuppoſed ſtays of all governments are 
not ſomething faulty. Approved hiſto- 
rians, enperienoe, againſt which nothing 
but downright. inſanity can hold out, rea- 
ſon, reuelation, the ſcope of ſocial life, 
will inform us how far an oath. may be 
neceſſary, and how, though of Pagan origin, 
it Leo's got mon 4 came to be 


** # 
7 4 221 
EAA 
#4; 
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1 am fully erſiindedy that many: vile n Remark.) 


and virtuous ples do really account 
oaths to be of ſuch great utility, that 

they cannot be too much multiplied; but 
how far ſuch opinion is well nded 
vill be the buſineſs of this eetſstoevine, . 
| £5979 : ER. I muſt 


4 XY J 
88 


FT 

I mutt only previouſly obſerve,” that, as I 

have ſhewn above Section VIII. all things 

| have ſeveral ſides, and no little fagacity is 
required to view a thing on all its fides, 
With regard to an oath a Chriſtian is to be 
conſidered in ſeveral relations, Here all 
the divine perfections, all temporal and 
eternal 2 are debaſed into a eom-; 
petition with contemptible ſhadows, the 
poor goods of this world, a flimſy honour, 
a little money or riches, which make them- 
ſelves wings, a momentary glory, a no- 
minal dignity, and for theſe am I to ſtake 
my ſoul. In ariſtocracies the end of an oath 
is to check the power of the great. If a 
glaſs be cracked, all the rinſing in the world 
will never make it whole. The very admi- 
niſtration of an oath to a man in power 
Proves its inutility; for if he is not to be 
5 Come at by law, then is it manife that 
he has abuſed his power, and violated the 
oath of government; and if his inferiors 
dare not call him to account for male-ad- 
miniſtration, hov / will they arraign him 
for perjury ? Beſides, do they not from a 
fear of man likewiſe perjure themſelves? 
But ſuppoſe the oath anſwers its end, and 
men in authority reſpe& it as: an in- 
 violable 6 A ſolemn oath has 
5 great 


tt 


great many fides ; and of its different re- 
lations more than enough has been ſaid; 
For ſuch an oath to be valid, it muſt be 
conſidered with regard to God, and the 
law fulneſs of ſuch ſwearing be demon- 
ſtrated from revelation. Farther, it is well 
known many raſh oaths had their riſe from 
the hatred and rancour of petty rulers, glad 
to take advantage of their ſuperiors when 
under any difficulties, eſpecially in critical 
times, It is a general miſtake in repub- 

| lics, that in the impetuouſneſs of paſſion 
affairs are viewed only on one fide, over- 
looking or forgetting all the other circum- 
ſtances and conſiderations. Something of 


this has been lightly mentioned Sectiocrn 
VIII. it is however a copious ſource of many = 
errors, abuſes, and abſurdities z but which, 

by preſeiption, are come to be . 1. 
_— | 


$ECTION XVII. 


| PYTHAGORAS dignifies an oath with Origi cubs of 

a divine origin. According to him God, 
on determining to bring forth the creation 
out of nothing, at 1 — ſame time bound 
himſelf to preſerve and govern it according 
to > the. Jules: of his wiſdom, This pro- 
Þ . found 


1 


was the ſecurity or pledge of the divine 
eternal will, and the latter are the ſecurities 


origin. In the infancy of the world, which 


thing of an oath or farther affirmatioti, Nut 


I = 7: 
found idea he perhaps picked up out of the 
writings of Moſes, which were not un- 


| known to him; and from this eternal oath 
of God he ſuppoſes are derived the num- 


berleſs oaths, which afterwards came ta 
be introduced among men. The former 


or pledges of man's truth and fidelity 4 


or fo Ni OW 1228 1 


oath, 
% „EO THO XIX. | en 
CIVIL biſtory. informe us of 3 he 


the poets have ſtiled the golden agg, pro- 


| pe ty was not fo preciſely marked out z nor 


d ambition ſtruck its roots ſo deep and 


wide as to choak all truth and probity, 
Nature was ſtill ſatisfied with little. In 


thoſe innocent times, as Juvenal ſays, the 

Greeks themſelves would not nee to bop 

n : 
Le Normand min- ; ignrait gr hy 1 N tha 


Yea was yea, and no no, without any 


guilt and violence taking place in the world, 
and all — * prob being 3 
by 


F- and fidelity ; eſpecially, experience. being = 


tur 


by {aud ahd bo... no better method, 
for putting a ſtop to ſuch, evils and ſecuring | 
the public welfare occurred, than to im- 


poſe an oath as an inviolable ſeal of truth 


manifeſted, that the conſideration of o 

own welfare, of real ſelf-intereſt, and 
happineſs, was not 2 ſufficient. barrier 
againſt the violence of paſſions. Concern» 


ing this Thomaſius ſays, Juriſpr. Div. lib. a. 
g. 9. An oath was introduced as a cor - 
* rectire to depraved nature, no other 


cc method remaining, not only effectually 


ec to ſuppreſs all artifices and deceit, by 


p af 
5 * 

iv 
2 


10 2 others might circumvent us with 


t fair ſpeeches; and promiſes, but like- 
« wiſe to remaye. all doubts and miſtruſts 


* which they might entertain of our 
| © words,” Thus, where probity, truth, 
| and confidence ended, judicial ſwearing 
began. This hiſtorical 8 Heſiod thus 
ſets forth in his poetical manner, ** Diſcerd 


« a daughter of Night, firſt brought forth 


= Toil,” Strife, Lying, Equivocation, and 
4 Deceit, and the iflue of theſe was Swear- 


60 ing.” Theſe are the ſources from whence 


is derived ſwearing ; and farther, the eter- _ 
nal truth declares: hat, MAY: ins deen 1 | 


7 
_ 
5 5 2. . 
'D | 8ECT | | ' 
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1 nay is evil. 
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Why b rr was accounted a pro mer for 
2 *r putting u ſtop to all perfidy and falſhood ; 
For it ſeemed quite inconceivable that any 
once ſhould ever be ſo abandoned and tafh, 
as ſolemnly to call for the vengeance of 
the Almighty on a known falſity. From 
this ſuppoſition an oath was conſidered as 
_ the ſtrongeſt tie of human ſociety, the ſa- 
cred pledge of truth and fidelity, the very 
baſis of all government, the fureſt means 

for keeping 'men' to their duty ; and it was 

cried up as the ultima fides omnium gentium : 

it was a panacea deſerving the higheſt com- 
mendations, and to be an univerſal cuſtom, 
Experience, however, has ſhewn, that as 

_ medicines, by being too frequently uſed 

not only loſe their virtues, but frequently 
degenerate into poiſons, fo has the mul- 
tiplicity of oaths been productive of per- 

jury, and thus ſo n a tie . n a 

8 ſnare. (8; 


SECTION 


Yet re- PT ONSET © 
jected by ſend, « and therefore did not admit of oaths. 


ſome na: 


tions. 9 22 1 The 


1 t 39 1 „ 
The antlent Phrygians, a even ich 
dur days, thought N to make the gods a 
party in every worldly tranſaction, was con- 
trary to the reverenee due to them; and 
that it was the higheſt preſumption in mor- 
tals to invoke the deities to be the inſtru- 
ment of man's revenge. Even among 
the Romans to require an oath. from any 
creditable man, much more a perſon of dii- 
tinction, was looked on as a high affront: 
and the antient French kings never too 
an oath, And to this day ſome remains 
of this are ſeen in a privilege of the no- 

bility in Bohemia, Bavaria, and Auſtria, 
their hand and ſeal being, in certain caſes; 
equal to an oath, as a ſufficient aſſurance. 
of the truth which they affirm, and of 
their punctual performance of what they 
poi Mulein . et. * 5 OY 


| $ECTION XXII. 5 


BUT as „ at elites were Corrobo- : 
_ obliged to call in the afliſtance of an oath, 129 
ſo in order to make it the more obligatory, © 10 
it was found neceſſary to accompany it with —_ 
much ſtate and ceremony; men being 155 
. more affected by outward imagery —ou 


once. 
amon _ 
Gree 


| — ——- 


lemnity : Menalaus and Paris, as the cauſes 
of the war, were to er bes 


Cel 


2 eee Ae ——— 
ly wagitate the ſou), and ſet all its powers in 
a forment. On this principle many awful c- 
remoniss were added to the taking of an oath, 


SECTION xxIn. 


0 AON the Greoks, MII were ada ; 

miniſtered only in the temples, and 'accom- 
panied with a facrifice, the party likewiſe 
laying his hand upon the altar. Homer 
has leſt us a beautiful deſcription of this ſo- 


1 * 
EE. $7 
r b 


Ro combat: 


4 On as ide ee herald Fa of er 
be wind they fix; and on each monarch's hands 
Pour the full urn; then draws the Grecian lord © 
His cutlaſs ſheath'd beſide his pond'rous ſword: 
From the gn d dctims crops the curling hair, 

The heralds part it, and the Princes ſhare; 
ER Then loudly there before gh attentive bands 
* Hecafls the gods, and ſpredty his lifted hands : | 
O firſt and gresteſt power whom all obey, b 


+ © 4:8 [ 


= „s higtton Ida's holy mountaio ſway, | 


| 1i1{ Eternal Jove, and you bright orb that roll 
© Thop mother earth Land all ye livin 


Nuts om Eaſt to Weſt, and view © ins be 17 7 — 


© | 


an * 
„„ 2 
For pecjar'd kings, and all who fu me. „ 
Hear and be witneſs ! EE =_ 

Wit that the chief the tender viaims _ | 


And in the duſt their bleeding bodies threw: ; :- 
— the ſame urn they drink the wingled wine, 


And add ſibations to the pets divine; 
While thus their prayers united mount the thy, g 

Hear mighty Jove! and hear ye gods on 9 
And may their blood who firſt eee 


"Shed like this wine, diftain:the thirſty ground A, 


May all their conforts ferve promiſcuous luft. 
And all their race be ſcatter'd as the dyſt! .. 


Abe; either hoſt their imprecations Join, 1 = g 


Futber. "they wh wore fometinneh 
Rant ed theit right hand in the victims 
which is thus deſctibed in one of 
aa 8 trag edie: Seyen ruthleſs ' 
« chiefs over a black buckler, and their l 
« hand plunged i in the blood of a laughter r 
ed bull, with hoxrid i imprecations ſwe 
t revenge; and to their dire purpoſes atte! 
« * Ginguinar 2 * 22 Terror. ; 


* FA 
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| TIE eee eee Among | 
wſcd to ſwear at the altar of the goddeſs dr Bo . 
Fides, the oath, as they i of Ju- . 


yung himſelf. O Fides alma [ Abpia Pinis 
2 8 er 


- 1 


1 K 42 15 
2 er ji jurandum Jovis, a verſe of Evhiul, 
which Cicero cannot enough admire. Ju- 
piter Japis was alſo called on as a witneſs 
and avenger in theſe; words: May he caſt 
me out of Rome as 1 caſt away this fone. 
Afterwards a victim was added to the ce- 
renony, with this form of the oath + 
II ſusar.faſſy, may Jupiter ſiti le me as 1 
ftrike this vidlim; may be firike me with as © 
much greater force as bis power is above all 
the power of man. © The party ſwearing 
hen threw a ſtone with all his force againſt 
the head of the victim. The Greeks, 
being of a more luxuriant fancy than the 
Romans, invoked the gods, 4 their per: 
jury might be attoned by nothing leſs than 
|. by the blood of their. — kindred ; and, 
as if no expreſſions. could. be found. 4 ſuf⸗ 
| ficient energy, they came to ſwear by the 
bones of their anceſtors, by the king's 
head, by their country, and many more 
- ſuch abfard imprecations ; meaning that 
the Gods would puniſh their perjury on 
whatever was moſt dear to them: they 
however went no farther, not a word, con- 
cerning the puniſnments of a future ſtate, 
ee which” yet they firmly' Is _ 
NC Ce, * ee t: het. 
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HE duties to be W to were bi. Subjed 
thetts' but few: for according to Dion, *f their 


Halle. 1. 6. the heads of the Roma 
ſtate had only one oath tendered to them, 
which was to maintain the ſacrata lem; 


and when Auguſtus had ſeized on the ſo- 
vereignty, he would not hear of any oath | 


of obedience to him, though many of his 
tterers adviſed him to it, as a maſter- 
piece of policy for ſecuring himſelf on 


the throne ; but he ſilenced them with 


this excellent reply: © If my ordinances 
t are good, they will be readily com plied 


e with; if not, Ae e Wort a in- 


<« vent will not bring the people to ſubmit 


« to them.” That wiſe prince well knew 


that laws were made for man's fake, and 
not man for laws; and likew¾iſe that the 


obſervance of many was often of no man- 


ner of concern to > the ſtate, 
beneficial and 


that the beſt means to ſecure obedience: are 


puniſhments and rewards. His crafty ſuc- 
ceſſor Tiberius was in the ſame” way of 
thinking; and it was not till Nero and the 


| he was able to | 
keep the people to their duty. He knew 


l 2 forth like à torrent pervading al. F 


af dnties grew-ta be dangerous, intris 


1 


like vel of mankind that thoſe intpiots 


_ oaths, drawn vp in _Inpperatorum nomen 
verba et acta were known. From ſuch 


ſources did. the invention of caths- — 


"ni hig with bb Ly 
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ut the; more wiſe, among the Pagaus, 
eren ip choſe times, Obſerved. that the morg 
—. were wultiplied, and the greater ſo- 
lemgity they. were ipveſted, with, the. = 
was the end of them anſwered. | 
Laberius calls the clearing oath an oak 
kent cooling plaiſter for allaying any bliſters 
_ raiſed by burthenſame debts; the ſhorteſt 
way of winding up. qng's bottoms with cre- 
ditors, It was A taking this imprecatory 
Cath, and a debtor wag his own man again. 
What a jeſt was made of this ſacred oh- 
e Plautus tells us, , jurandum 
| nan ferdnde cunditum 245 
| Whan oaths concerning the performs 


cates inkidious, i nat impracticable, and 
yet upavaidable, recau was bad dn ſuch 
explicatiagg as this; tha fuſt lam of 1 


FP an en e * 
B 


* 


por not ———— — 
ficulty of ſwearing. Thus from a raſh 


deliberate ſelf·dectit, ſwearing and perjury = 
were no more than ſelf-defence, Are mat. 


ry on a hage ny: _ ries?” 


.8ECTION. 


we ate not however tb d that Whacth - 


ar moraliſts did not, and very earneſtly, 


teach the ſacredneſs of an bach. Pytha- an oath. 


goras in his Golden Verſes," which we 
more juſtly attribute to his diſciple Lyſis, 
recommends the higheſt reverenee for an 
oath; and from this doctrine Hierocles 

makes the following deductions 
| 1, That oaths be ſeldom uſed; as other - 
wiſe they would be hghety thought of, ad 
a POR door opened to perjury; | 


That they be not uſed in mal . Ale 


ry this being a 
and of the fame Er hace | 
. is, Not 10 ess ts an — 

es iblieys. ſoch an out n menade, 


E nee not Thats bun ſhould er- 
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profanation of them, 


rr n 


| 46 1 2 
— 4." Not to fo {wear to any thing unjuſt, Ws, 


bis daughter, and in flfiling —_ 


unjuſt and cruel, . : , 
5. To ſwear with an honeſt open boats 


indeed all fraud, equivocation, and wreſt- 


ing of words, are abhorred as ſubterfuges 
of perjury, and accounted more ſcandalous 


chan downright perjury itſelf, | Totius enim 


injuſtitiæ nulla capitalior quam corum, qui 
cum maxime fallunt, id _ ut viri boni 


ef videantur. 


Its force 
evenwhen 
taken un- 

_ adviſedly 


6. Not to have — to an ouch when 
een, my een our end, . 


SECTION *. 


THE farther taught that all] promiſes 
upon oath were, without any. — 
to be made good; and nnen 
Nr them be admitted. | | 

If a perſon had too precipitate 
in ſwearing, it was med but a juſt 
puniſhment. of his forwardneſs 7 he 
| mae punctually fulfil his oath. Of this 
we have an jnſtance in Alexander the 
Great, when in full march to deſtroy the 
* * a which had groſly af- 
A N | fronted | 


„ 
fronted him. In this exigency, Vol townſs 
men applied to  Anaximenes, . their fellow | 
citizen, and formerly preceptor to the en- 
raged monarch, that he would go and 
meet him, and deliver him a petition, 
Alexander, at fight of the meſſenger, rea- 
dily conceiving the end of his coming, cal- 
led out to him; ©© Maſter, I ſolemnly ſwear, 
ce that I will not do any thing of what thou, | 
*© ſhalt requeſt of me. At which Anaxi- 
menes immediately made anſwer: 0 
“ king, I require that thou wilt puniſh 
| * Lampſacus for its inſolence, and make it 

« a heap of ruins.” This ready turn 


ſaved the town from total deſtruction; for 


Alexander in regard to his oath, though 
uttered extempore, and on ſuppoſition of a 


quite different OR, Oe all ug” v4 5 


8 of hoſtilities. | — 
Even when an cathy was extorted by 


violin; this did not annul its obliga- red. when! on 


| tion: they ſaid a brave man is not to be 
compelled | by any force; and if this. be 
His caſe, it by no means warrants: his 
breaking an oath, M. Pomponius, as 
cenſor, brought a charge againſt Titus 
Manlius for holding the dictatorſhip beyond 
the time limited by law ; Manlius the ſon, - 
ane io famous under the firname. of 
bt TI 


* 4 oa. to 


towards 


r 


— apprehending the bad co 


conveyed himſelf ſecretly into the cenſors 
Houſe, and, with a dagger at his throat; 


| drop all farther 


could not carry on the indictment ; and 


1 


of ſuch a proſecution to his father, 


eompelled him to' ſwear, that he would 
proſecution. Pomponius 
hereupon made a formal declaration, that 
by reaſon of his oath, though extorted, he 


this declaration was Oye of e yy 


* 


$ECTION XXX, 


„ * kr was their opinion that. Gee had 
obſerved 


bon: ſworn to, was to be obſerved even 
towards the perjured. The ler talionis 
could not take Place here, nor did perjury 
excuſe another; it was accounted: mu 


mord noble to keep one's word even to thoſe 
who made no conſcience of breaking theirs, 


Accordingly Silius Italicus has immor- 


talized Regulus, for the religious obſervance 


e e 


| ren > 7 
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gulus well knew what he had to 
from the inhuman Carthaginians; and his ,, 
relations, his friends, the ſenate, and the 
people, preſſingly urged him to remain 
at Rome: but he went away as if com- 
poſedly going to his villa; and choſe to 
ſtand the worſt of treatments rather thaa 
break his oath,” But concerning this, Cigete 

obſerves that ſuch heroiſm was not greati7 


ordinary among the Romans of thoſe virtuous 
days; and that it was not till aftet 
truth and probity were ſunk to a very low 
| ebb, that this action came to be ſo e -: 


| quidem remporibus aliter ere potuit ; Has "2 
n. laus non eft hominis, ſed tem R 

Thus, among the antient Romans, an 1 

| oath, till it became relaxed by too great 

frequency, was of ſuch ſtrict N e 

that no diſtreſs, no ſufferitig, no 

20 adhamage, © excuſed the'b breach en it. wow 
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admired at that time, being nothing extras e 


wards, when. 


„1 
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11 HAT. the Romans, by mere ion of 
- reaſon, had true ideas of the nature of an 
oath, all our moraliſts and civilians muſt un 
Aue ſtionably alle w: and even our divines, if 
| they: will explain our Saviour's prohibition 
againſt ſweating; conſiſtemly with their 
.own ſentiments,; or indeed with the pro- 
pfriety of things, muſt approve of thoſe 
rules : but if the Romans were ſo judi- 
cious with regard to the properties of an 
| oath, they extremely overſhot the mark of 
its obligation.: Herein their doctrines ſeemed 
0 be modelled from ſtoiciſm, rather than 
from the nature of an oath and of right. 
This exceſs. may have partly ariſen fro 
a falſe prejudice firſt adopted from the 
| Greeks, angthen ſtrengthened by form and 
ſolemnity, as if an oath was a promiſe to 
the divinity, and thus made the moſt: facred 
part of religion. Overſhooting the mark 
is, however, better than ſhobting ſhort'of 
it, that the neceſſary reverence due to an 
oath may be maintained. Cicero, in my 


opinion, is a better; director of conſcience 


than many Chriſtian caſuiſts, who, by 
Ou Iu * have ſpun the 


TINT . = — OR 


_ bblis ET feds if ab ot 170 10 fines 
thread as to make it like a ſpider's n 
which only weak flies can be held. Such . mt Þ 
a multiplicity of oaths muſt neceffarily pro- 
duce. many corrupt evaſions; and as every 

one is for creeping out- where he can find 
| a hole, the conſequence is that the obliga-- 
gation of an oath. will be made weaker 
and. weaker, by all kinds of OI ſo- 
an 15 dreadful: andre | 5 
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A 73 es 
-LET us no come to abt hd ſes 3 
how oaths have broke in like a torrent, and of cane 
overflowed all Chriſtendom. For brevity Chr. 
ſake, we ſhall tak notice only bf the moſt . 
temarkable; and ſuch as are tranſmitted to 
o us by writers of undoubted credit. It 

is not eaſy to determine whether che tem 
poral of ſpiritual afm have been more ſevere | 
in the impoſition of oaths, 0 
-ETooetie king of the Vandals, ig site n. 

vi king of the Goths, Juſtinian the Gre 
cian'emperor; and among the popes, Alez- 
ander III. Boniface VII. Gregory IX. have 
as it were ſtriven who'ſhotld «moſt mul- | 
| tiply ' oaths, © And all theſe” were men, 

whoſe names are not to be found in the ca- 


_ cleſiaſtical arm. ſo vigorouſly ſeconded. each 


-*- Chriſt in its literal ſenſe. faced, 
-» Tribunos, who, in the ah —— af- 


Tribunus acqui 
. Aunum 8 oy 


1 32 1 5 
talogue of ſaints. Thus the civil Ry er · 


other, that to this very day all ſtates and 
communities groan under the load of oat 
and perjuries. May not this. be, the great 


roll of curſes mentioned by Zachariah as 


flying over the nations, and according to 
which every one who had e Nr 


ſelf was nine? ett ries 


4 5 
s-2 4 4 1 
1 * 1 


SECTION XXXIII. 
Swearing homever did rot. make its way 


0 very eaſily; for the primitive martyrs and 


fathers of the church held 11 ede 


ſiſted at the council of Chalcedon, as re- 
preſentatiue of the emperor Marcian, re- 


quiring the fathers to declare upon oath, 


whether the proceedings in the affair of 
Eutyches were truly regiſtered, received 
this anſwer: I herben an oath lat ever been 


required, of biſhops aue know not; but this 
we know, that, Chriſt, has enjoined. us, nat 
| fo ſwear at. all.: yet the matter was of 


importance, and well, known to the fa- 
thers. .. tt ae this anſwer was, 


e + 


1 

Haneric, king of the Vande, ala The op op- 
not be put off ſo lightly ; for having fig- fuppreC 
nified to the fathers at Carthage, that they © 
ſhould take an bath to ſecure the fucceffion - 
in the kingdom, in favour of his fon Hil- 
deric, and they returning for anſwer, that 
they were Chriſtians, and not brute beaffs; 
the king, 16 far from deſiſting, gave them 
to underſtand,” that till they did ſwear, they 
ſhould never fee their homes, At this, ſe- 
veral pious fathers, through a well meaning 
ſimplicity, thoupht ft to "Alpedl with the 

3 divine wires = and take the oath, that 

the people of God might not charge them 
with obſtinacy in preferring their private opi- 


| nions to the welfare of the church: on the 
| other hand, fothe could not be brought to 
ſwear, alledping that the YE himſelf had | 


ſa id, een not at all. 


SECTION, 


Honerie, üs ROY an bath from egen. 
fathers at Carthage, does very little honour 6% 
| to ſwearing, or to kimſelf. Marlana,.a 
- Spaniſh hiſtorian,” ys of him, that on a 

mere ſuſpicion he cut off his Wits 8 noſe, 

and ſent her back thus mutilated to her fa- 


[- ther. 1 Thos bythe OT of a barbarous 
| S 2 *:- Vandal, 


1 54 1 | | 1 
- Vandal, and the puſillanimity of a few pri · 3 
n lates, and this not till near the cloſe of the 
© » fifth century, was the firſt oath eſtabliſhed 
but a fatal precedent has it proved to ſuc- 
N ceeding ages; for about a hundred year 
atterwards a biſhop of Bourdeaux, being 
_ — ſuſpected of adultery with Fredegunda, wife | 
E | to king Chilperic, a council was convened 2 
at Brenac, which reſolved that the accuſed 
biſhop ſhould ſwear to his innocence, though 
105 was directly contrary to the canons of 
the church; Licet canonibus eſſent contraria, 
pro cauſa tamen regis pen Kan, Gr re: f 
FRY , Tyron, ad A. F393. 24 : 
= _. - _,.; Theſe gatbs were likewiſe,io ſome tat. 
| fie extorted, partly by force, partly. by I 
the king's authority, as ſaving his honour 155 
e ee ee ract ul 


s ETI * v. 


Foliy ef. Br it was the ſeventh” century belles 
ay. - is we have any inſtance of-an oath drawn up 
venthcen- by the fathers themſelves, confirmed by 

Das 4 their authority, and by them recommended 
to be taken by the people. The occaſion 
of it was this: Siſenand, the ſecond Gothic 

king, who poſſeſſed all Spain, had under 


evlogr' * 5 * beſt maſk f , 


* 
7 9 
1 


biſhops, Tannen ande Spaniſh. The en 
of its convention was not NN ig t. 
of the church; but to inſure the throne to 
Siſenand. This rebel bad di poſieſied 
was a very worthy prince, an Kill bade 
great party in the kingdom. N N 
Siſenand having got the crown . 8 
lon, and the alkftance.of Dagobert I. king 
of France, had eee 
from any attachment of bis ſubjects; an ex- 
pedient vas therefore to be found out for ſe- 
ing the people s allegianee, and this was an 
th, though a thing very extraordinary in 
 thoſstimes. Ent that this gef actory people, 
might ſuffer themſelves to be thus ſaddled, 
the holy fathers were to be the grooms. 
Dagobert, who had received from Siſenand 
a large ſum. of money for building a con- 
vent, gave the biſhops, who were ſent to 
the council, their leſſon fully, that — 
ever the Gothic king ſhould propoſe or 
5 TequirRs they. vere readily. eee ee 
note. The ſubſtance of the oath was 
; this, to —— the king and country t 
enten no plots and treaſons; to undertake 
E 4 8 e 


2 


Sn 
nothing agai he king cr; and ths | 
| duties were enforced by « treble - repetition | 
of a moſt dreadfuli 75 tis indeed 
ſo remarkable, that we ſhall make no diffi- 
culty of inſerting as it enn r 
Cube. Labbei Edit, Reg. „ 


| Quiicunque igitur à nobis yy totius . 
pgaie: populis qualiber inſpirations wel fd | 
Jacramentum fide fue, pro parriæ gentifput 
ſue Gothorum ftatu, dene, ee regia 
falutis pollicitus qu, temeraverit, "aut regem 
nece attrectaverit, aut poteftate regni exuerit, = 
aut preſumptione tyranmca reghi. faſftigrum 
w it, Anathema fit, in conſpetFu Der 
patrivet angelarum, atque ab ecceia ; * 
** . — fictatu 


— ni error Ae how ery ſe- 
cundo replicamus, dicentes. " Nuicungue e 
nobis—uſurpaverit—ut ſupra. Anathema 


z fit in conſpetu Chrifti er apoſtolorum cjus—tt 


dammatus in futuro Dei judicio babeatur” 
cum comparticibus ſuis, quia dignum oft, ut 


qui talbus fociantur, ipſi etiam een s 
py rs FINS tencantur. Hop 


omnibus, qui 1 adeflis, hec-tertio iterata en. 
tentia * vocis eam conſenſu fir mate. 4s 
uni ver jo tlero er popule diflun off + Ni con- 
tra hanc veſtram 2 ſumſerit; 
Anathema maranatha, bor eff in adventy 


tem-babeat, et ipf et focii evrum, Amn] . 
n nos  ſaterdotes omnem etriiſum 
Cbriſi at populum admonemus, ut tremenda 
hee ac tories iterata fententra nullum ex nobis 
| frofenti of terns condennet' judjcio, fed fide 
promiſſam erga gloriofſum domimum —_ | 
| Sifienandium cuſtodientes, at fintera if "de 
|  wotione fommlentes, non folum tivine pretatis 
clenentiam in nobis provoremes, fed etium Ku- 
tiam antefatt1 does e Prone, 
Amen! _ 5 
Is it poſſible to read this without deteſ- 
tation, and even without thuddering? From 
this imprecatory monſter of Gothic inven- 
tion are we to compte the epocha hen 
wretched Chriſtians were & ago _ 1 s 
thoſe n "OT 1 


8 "IF 
% * 
# 


io fit, c Judt Nuri par 


extend. e 8 This oath v was | 
admired as a maſter· piece of political ſkill 
3 and preciſion ʒ ſo that it became a pattern. 
5 Not long after, in honour of this deteſtable 
oath, a particular canon was made in the 


ain council of Toledo, that it hould be. 
REM! read in al future quali. 0 

* +. SECTION XVI. 
| Mere | SOME: alleviation of d IN that 
S. the duties in it are well grounded, plain, 


practicable, and not very numerous. They 
. unt 00,00, more than what ſubjects in 
all ents owe to their ſovereign, 
and what the welfare of every country in. 
 diſpenſibly requires. Here is no mention 
„ of obedience toall juſt and reaſonable com- 
mands, this -baving. been a product of 
lter times; Siſcnand, like Auguſtus, knew. 
that whilſt he wichied the ſword and 
ſctceptre, he could enforce. a en ober. : 
1 dience. : 
E 5 . VIE: is remarkable that at firſt . 
| of the people to this cath was to be ob- 


— 


1 tained; whereas on the growth of ſuper- 
| * Rlition, afterwards, this conſent was no. 
4 | 2 1 935 ee. f a * 
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brought into 3 t 1s ſtrange; -of 
bs; horrid, . Wks theſe, prelates, ſhould 
. of; the king, A welfare 
of the whole people; enforcing. the cath 
with, ſuch dreadful imprecations, and con- 
demning any, who, from a motive of c con- 


ſcience, ſhould attempt the leaſt thing in ph 


favour of their firſt lawful ſovereign, to 
have thejr portion with: udas Ueariot, — [T ihe 
devil and his angels. All the curſes of 
Mioſes, againſt the tranſgreſſors of the fun: 
damental laws of Iſrael are flight, in come 
pariſon of theſe i . Where then 
did theſe holy fathers learn ſuch language? 
Iam ſure not at the feet of Chriſt. Matt. v, 
From whence do they derive this power? 
Io. their commiſſion as - promulgated. by © 
the Holy Ghoſt, they are only filed 
miniſters. of the church and the goſpel. 
without any lordly power or prerogative; 
and every Chriſtian is thereby authorized to 
examine their behaviour in that quality, 
and likewiſe to bring their words to the 
teſt. But the preſumption of the holy 
fathers, in arming oaths with terrible im- 
precations, araſe from people's being gra- 
dually become ſo accuſtomed to ow, 
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were whollyim 


wide ur mch A Anon; though att 

uriknownin the firſt cbuncils where the Ho 
Oboſt prefided. In the Confliturions attri- 
bured to the apoſtles, we meet with the fol. 
oticlufivn : * Hear O ye bilhops! 


N Wpat has been enacted by us you are to 
. * conform to, fo ſhall you be ſaved ; other- 
t wife you will be iſhed, t Hb 
& many troubles and diffentions.” But 
the ambitions cletgy though they had ex- 
ceeded the a apoſtolical meaning, Herb for 
92. their canons bear the force of lw; 
| and as this could not be compaſſed w hout 
the countenances of princes, they made * 
their buſmefs to exalt the royal 
DN ET nd In return 
complailance, the 'princes' pro- 
moted theit ambitious defi , which gave 
occafion to Thomafius to fay, "that all oaths 
vourt of the clergy, Ju- 
ramema Mrs potius fire in- 
Perm; and ratios adde did theyalways 
bew in during thern to the preateft' oo 
vantage. Of this the fame fathers Baur | 
ſignal inftance inferted” in the canons: 
ke election and nomination of a king 
be in 'the fathers and Heads of the peo- 
; and on the deceale of king Hinſcheid, 
ey place onthe throne CHECHEN, why 
not 
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£1 1 3 * 1 . 71 a Fs 


- 


IHE were. not. lor 
to withdraw, themſelves from, under thee 
ing to; Hinewar, | a.carly.as tho. 5 
na; longer took t e. of 


e theforee 
ding 1 in ſo 
4. 1 3 not 10 ſwear in ar 
« body pu the clergy ſhould be. 


* freed from, ſwearing : therefore, we, in 


innce., with, divine- and bum 
laws, do by our ſovereign prerogative, 
« ;mperatoria antboritate,. ordain and. com- 
„that no gath ſhall, on any ac- 
anecclefiaſtic,” Baron 
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25 EAT domino e. 


Fem regn Ja, ficut per Driflum (par droit) de- 
ino fuo. 2 me adjuver Deus 
patraci ocinia,' que in bot” Joco 
ia diebus 0505 * per meam vo. 
in rum mibi Deus intellrrum 
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was {worn to 
Charles the Great, in the year a Ding ' than 7 
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e e com nal 
ty. "Tis attention! A dr a 
pefjired might not be ſtrück dead by a | 
| ſudden judgment. "Wor" erer other 


mord, eruvifixes, lifting tip of hands, open- 
ing the abs and windows, and whatever a 

ſupbrſtitidus imagination "could; foggeſt, _— 
2 e iv. . 66. 50 


$ECTION. 7 0 


Al, theſk accum olations of terrors not 
ing füffitient to ſtem the prevalence of 
War it was farther injoived, that a fuſ. 
ected perion taking an Cath to clear Hin- 
. | took provhre 66s 6f me perten of L 
credit, who, at the ſame time with himſelf, 
| were to touch the altar, or the facred heine 
wh relicks in it; and the party hicnſelf 
_ _ laying his hands over 223 ſwore 
to his innocence in theſe words ſo help me. 
Gad, and theſe relicks which ye * with 
* Jolly hands, Thele complirgatores the Salle, 
Bavarian, Engliſh, and Germanic laws tile 
10 lgdrry. And by ab ordinance of 
' Kiihocent III. they were to fwear * they 
ag . ihe defendant to be and 


and to have ſworn nothing but the 
- * truth,” This indiſcreet ogth obtained 
not only in the moſt rude ages, but 


was uſed alſo in the fixteenth century, 
having crept in even among the: pringes. of -- 
| te em 1 ; and is ſtill in practice, tho 
with this limitation, that the judge may 
chaſe whether he will admit it. In ſuch 
juſtifications, if he conſents, the compus- 
' gatores ſwear, that the party taking the ogth 
| bas ſworn the truth, R. Inap, 1512. 


This the ancients called Mans Jur ars Tacreaſe 


from the party s laying one - band on Sumter 
the ſhrir ks. Tertiq manu is when 
two others ſwore along wich the party; 
baut to a biſhop charged wich hereſy, twelve 
compurgatores were required; + Theganus 
informs us, that pope Paſcal! togk ap oath 
before the ambaſſadors of Lewis the Pigus, 
thity-four biſhops, and fiye.,othor eccley 


- acquitted of a charge of murder brought | 
againſt him by the — Rajly: + Aer 
carding to Gregory of Toyrs, the: hiho 
* Ely fwore cenigſimq manu, 
neither direciny dot - indireftly cancsrned 
in arreſting the archbiſhop. of Yark. In 


— after times there are not wanting inſtances | 


of. three hundred compurgetores, - 
| F 3 ch 0 


 baſtics joining with him z and thus was _ 


that he was 
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the more 


theſe abſurd trials. 
_ caſes, © the 9 no 
gatores was not eaſi elk 
Baſnage ſays in his Church Hiſtory © G = 


was beli, in theſe trials to excerciſe a _ 7 1 * . 3 
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ſwer the e 
with the 
der to check this evil, rec 
more awful ſolemnities, 
the party 
guilt of perjury. A! 

nal forms were the aviſationes';. 


but t 


6 — and will of myſelf take care not 

967 to wrong. my pnicienge,” But if the 

| deliver it by word Pave" this is called 
to ſwear as one is r ge Ee the . 


anaked ſword, and an iron gauntlet, Ac⸗- 

| cording to, Felkmep, . g. 1. c 79. the 

| ſwearer is by the candles 2 in mind, hy: 
riſt 1 4 IE of 

light of his grace will be aer. 


| ee renou nces, and draws 
eternal 1 with We 


_ denotes God the Fa 
God the ſon; the — God. the 
| ring - finger, hia precious 
ſoul; and, the little finger the body, a l 
tle and contemptible in compariſon of ahe 


5 121 : 
weren -punith him, as bot bearing the 

ſword in vain ; nay; that if he ſwears fallly; 
| God ſhall make ready his ſword againſt 


him. In other places, the party ſwearing oo. 


| lays his hand on a back of e 1 
a that as he ſwears truly 
or falſly he hopes to he-partaker of-all Gad's 
promiſes, or, on the contrary». er all 
wanger of curſes, and hie name neuer ig 
S The other 
hand he holds up, with three: fingers; eres, 
and two, cloſed, This was introduced br 


be written in the book of liſe, 


the emperor Charles V. and ac, 
with this odd inter 


Holy Ghoſt ;. the 


ſoul ; but by the whole hand was reprd- 
ſented, God, the almighty Creato of heaven 


++. with God the Faber: in the- hour of 
e death be 


bs . —“ 


etations the thumb - 
3 the index fingen, 


aud earth, . And-the impprecation. annexed © = 
to the oath: was this: “ that he os: fas © 
might he excluded from all communion 


deprived of all help and metej 
te from the Son, and af all the copaforts 
of the Holy: Ghoſt; and that on the 
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d*the wicked to their duty: ſo 


no improper queſtion to aſk, why | 
heſe Unprecator ry oaths being thus i ine 
ual, were ftill kept 1 


7 
5 
4 


1 Among" the-' principal 


the falſe notions concerning 


: concerni 
that rus held i it to 
and that every thing 
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1 


in cis ſenſe, the ward of God. hinlapmebl ö 
eren eee offices, are termed holz, 
23 ſetting forth God's attributes, exciting a 
love of them, 5 preſerving us from in 
and (evil, Conſequently an oath, 46 er 3 
fram evil, namely, utuz | 
ijts very nature and form exciting are 
than love of God, cangot ſtrictly be term- 
ed holy. Indeed, the invocation of the Digty 
as an omniſcient witneſs is very allowable, he- 
canſe with conſcientious perſons it manifeſts 
a confidence in God, and integrity of heart, 
And a 
and engagements, without going any | 
becher lengths, and having recourſe 9 
dreadful imprecations; and ſtill le, hould 
it be couched in the form of a prayer, the 
better to blind the people: as hence it is 
en ſo poſſeſſed with 


2 But if it be ſo very ſacred, how 
comes it that oaths were not uſed, nor el 
mitted among Chriſtians for above the ſpace 


2 


of five hugdred years? How. corges it that, 


except in Spain, the clergy, who yet are 
particularly obligated to. every thing ſgered 
and devotional, yere. ſoon 0 from 
all oaths whatever, till the thirtgenth cen - 
r Wr — 


and tranſcendency of an 


% 


1 77 1 
ey Weß err cthemielves Forks thbg 
the oalh of fralty, and dbtainet korn 
 Honoritis II. an abfolite exemption ? 
comes the catioff law to forbid weg 40 
cath oh Sundays, c. i, de 2H ; Jet yet this | 
— rticu e 


ETTETITY *I. 


* 
. 4 4 4 42 
Ly 


oat futur by bis nate,” Tom. up- 
vreſt this into a moral command, is 16 Pond 3 
leſs i ingenious, than from Saint Padil's Words, f further 
A biſhop Jhall be the huſband of one ui Si ons; 
obtrude a wife on the holy father at Roi 
as a help-mate, In Molts's writings, the 
| word then ſhalt, micaiis only a permiſſion, 

and not a command. Thu ſhale give hy 
wife. 4 bill of Hiviree, is by no means a 
moral command, but a divine indul gence, : 
on account of their obſtinacy and Barden 5 
of heart: ſo likewiſe as to an oath, ff 
ſwearing there muſt be, let it Be in the 
hank of God, and not of falſe dds, or 
idols, as the ignora oratit Camanſtes t ed.” 


_ . Theſe 7 et 7 Sale rife 10 
ſeveral other 2 % 
an ooh a4 wil to. _ 
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d, it rh, an oath tha 
ing; and there is 
| j Grotiue opinion, that by 


ning reverence due to God, what 


fe 


s different : 11 ere inde ſome- 


God, yet will he x never 
3a from his creature. 


4 


A ſo early as in Paradiſe, an oath! 
Fa to the tree of life; that 


| w her Gk! not an oath or ada: 

1 The abſurdity of ſuch afſer- 

| . betraying a wretched igno- 
the covenant of grace in Paradiſe, 
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e two ſ 
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_ T4 Philhpiten i; 0 Gut aud the Fa- 
ther of our Lord Jeſur Chrift knows it, Gul. 
z. Iſay the truth in Chrift,; and the not, Rom. 
ix. I anil God for a record upon my fu, 2 
„„ 
ou. ' Now td theſe atteſtations do not in any- 
Faul. wWiſe'come up to our oaths, St. Paul never 
bote meant by ſuch atteſtations to de- 
liver over his ſoul, the property of Chriſt, to 
ternal damnation : whether he delayed or 
haftened his coming to the Corinthians, was 
a matter of no very great moment; and 
therefore he atteſts God, that cut of his 


tender affection to them, he will not yet 


c—c—̃oCame, as it would be in beavineſi, and 
1 making them ſorry. 
Ĩÿ be vehement Beta will Have it that | 
250 St. Paul here actually ſtakes his ſoul, that 
is his earthly life. The word foul, indeed; I 
often has that ſignification, both in the Old 
and New Teſtament; Jehu fays, I any of 
thoſe who are delivered into your bands eſcape, © 
pur foul ſhall anſwer for bis fo ſoul, Likewiſe 
in Juſtinian, de publ. Jud. a ＋ ** | 
niſhment is tertned anime amiſſio 


even admitting Beza's Parenting. wh inff- 


nite is the difference between temporal life 


and eternal falvation; Here is no invoking 
« God's eternal. — the Menno- 
* 1 N niſts 


2 @ Wy 

; Niles and Quakers whuld'#ot reals the laſt 
ſcruple to ſwear in the form of the Saints; 
they hold fuch oaths not only allowable, 
but proper and good, eſpecially as declara- 
tive of a belief in God's omniſcience, and of 

an upright heart void of all artifice andfraud. 
But it is impoſſible for them to conceive 
how they, who are not able to make a hair 
white or black, ſhall take. upon them to 
ſtake their ſouls: and thoſe conſcientious 
ple cannot conform to our im precatory 
oath, Moſt of the moraliſts of our days 
agree with Moſheim, that ſhining luminary 
of Germany, that ornament of theology, 
when he ſays, « affeyeration' is not an oath, 
« imprecation is not an oath; but theſe, 

* two kinds are blended in our oaths, be- 

ing expreſſed in ſeripture under the 
e word fioearing. The old theologiſts 

« would prove the propriety of an oath 
from fifty paſſages of ſcripture; which 
together amount to nothing. This 
point of doctrine was, indeed, extremely 
* intricate and perplexing, till Grotius 
“ and Puffendorf, from the principles of the 
law of nature, ſet it in a better light. 
« The Baptiſts and Quakers would make 
ee no difficulty of ſwearing as Paul ſwore, 


"8 —» that yould be accepted; but Chriſt's 
 W.-  *, . 
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1 words Rick in cheit ſtomachs, ſo that they 

cannot digeſt our curſings. It was for- 
mefly thought that their opinion ought 
not to be tolerated, whereas at dae 
are acknowledged to be as g ood ſubjects 


as others; and ſince 3 opinion does 


no harm, why ſhould they be moleſted? 
| The ſovereign's end is no leſs anſwered 
by their affirmation than by all our im- 
precations : ſo that perjury, with us is 
a fin of a quite particular kind, and we 


cannot be ſure that God will ever par- 


don it. The moſt profligate ſinner Kill 5 
bas the Divine mercy for a refuge; but 
the perjured man excludes himſelf from 


* it, and calls on God never more to ſhewy ; 


446 


him favour: yet are we not to infer 


that this fin is unpardonable, the Di- 
vine mercy being infinite, This, how- 


46 


ever, ſhould powerfully deter us from 
. our imprecatory oaths; and to thoſe. 
Who ate ſo zealous for converting the 


0 Baptiſts, let me recommend, inſtead of 


60 


multiplying paſſages of Scripture quite 


0 Foreign to the purpoſe, to prove from 


"Scripture, that, it 1s lawful for a Chriſ- 
. n to ces tg ace of a ? 
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SECTION” xtvm. * 
THE celebrated: Buddeus' ay 8 * a... 


 Theologia Maralis, „ the calling God to a 2 


« witneſs does not conſtitute an oath, 
% David-in the 1 79th Pſalm, ſays, I have 
« ſivorn, and ain ftedfaftly bound to keep thy 
© fatutes. This is no more than affirma- 
tion and aſſeveration, which, without the 
«« oreateſt abſurdity, cannot be ſtrained to 
an imprecatory oath.. Do not the fol- 
* lowing words plainly ſhew that he calls 
on the omniſcient God as a witneſs, 
cc and not as an avenger, as a ſearcher of- 
« hearts, to whom his ſincere reſolution to 


4e walk in the ways of the Lord was well 


* known. Lord, ler the freewill offerings of 
© my mouth be acceptablt to thee, teach me 
« thy flatutes, and incline ' m beart to thy: 
« . feſt: montes.” Now is there any thing 
here like ſwearing ? and ſhould it be aſked 
whether David- in- any ſubſequent tranſ- 

greſſion of God's 3 was not per- 
jured; I anſwer in the negative. It would, 
indeed, have been ſwearing falſely, if at 
the time of his ſwearing it had not been 
the ſincete * 3 | 
en, the ſtatutes of the Lord. = 

4 8 2 0 


( 2. ] 1 
the queſtion be, whether for ſuch a fall 


cath David might not expect God's ven- 
ge? Yes, certainly. Then is it not 


all — ſame thing? Ns: by no means; let 


us take this difference with us, that Darid 


by ſuch a falſe oath did indeed give a ſore 


wound to his conſcience, but the wound 


we give is uncurable; that he had tempo- 


- ral and eternal puniſhments to dread, but 


5 we frequently call them down on us; that 


he left the Divine juſtice 10 take its courſe, 


but we defy it; that, after all, he by repen - 
tance might avert puniſhment, but we con- 


ſign ourſelves to eternal damnation, We 
exclude ourſelves, from all mercy ; we re · 
nounce all. grace, and ſtake our ſouls for 


time and eternity. Now, ye fticklers for 


Selſiſh 
views of 


the cler - 
87. | 


_ oaths, draw forth all your examples of 
- ſaints, and produce ſo much as one who 
can properly be ſaid to have taken an im-" 


ne oath. T 


' SECTION XLIX. 


"BUT the Romiſh clergy were concern- - | 
ed: to propagate thoſe intricate notions, ' as 


_ enlarging. their juridical power, to the great- 


diminution of buſineſs in courts of juſtice. 


Bonifate VIII. c. z. bt, * ordained 
4 wv that 


2] U 55 1 

that all civil cauſes atteſted by oath ſhould 
be heard before the ſpiritual court, it was 
buzzed into the ears of the lower clas of 
people as a ſure caution, to confirm all their 
proceedings by oaths, which muſt” have | 
been a farther detriment to the civil courts; 
and the notaries were carefully inſtructed 
not to omit in any inſtruments, which they 
drew up, a nota bene, that the above con- 
tract had been confirmed upon oath, 
Mornac. I. 8. c. de epiſc. aud, Now all cafes. 


of conſcience. being under the cognizance 


of the clergy, an oath likewiſe, as a ſa- 
cred thing, being taken on all occaſions, and 
the clergy, whoſe words were accoutits 
_ ed oracles, adviſing it as the moſt effectual 
ſecurity, it is eaſily imagined what a ſway 
thoſe men muſt have hereby acquired over 
people's conſciences. The civil power 
might well apprehend, that at this rate they: 155 
ſhould find themſelves without any judicial 
authority. Spain, to prevent this, prohibited 
ſuch a nota bene to be inſerted in contracts, 
under penalty of being void; and the no- 
tary to loſe his employ, and forfeit half his 

ſubſtance, Flician. de Oliva dt foro eccie- 
at. The clergy could not fit eaſy un- 
der an ordinance thus at once drying up a 
ſ ring, e which —_— was continu- 
| Re * 


1 86 }] 
ally flowing to them; and [thay "aro t | 
long in finding means to pick a hole in this 
mortifying edict. The people were taught 
that an oath was ſomething ſo ſacred, as not 
to be aboliſhed by any temporal rulers. 
Whole volumes | were written about the 


prety was Gid to be. of ſuch for App 
give a ſanction and validity to practices 
: however illicit and contrary to all lays, 
SGeͤerapb. de Serapb. de privil. jurom. HAp- 
peals from civil courts were received in the 
_ eccleſiaſtical ; injunctions were iflued, that 
All buſineſs or cauſes tranſacted upon oath, 
ſhould be cognizable only by the fp ſpiritual 
court, under penalty of excommunication. 
Buy theſe arts did the ecclefiaſtical power 
riſe on the ruins of the civil; and fo effec- 
tually was the mouth of princes ſtopped, 
' that they durſt not ſo much as aſk, 
Domine papa quid facis? To this ate owing 
the multitude of ordinances concerning the 
validity, omiſſion, and ſuppreſſion of oaths, 
wth in this canon ww "ws | 


SECTION. 1. 


BY theſe fnifter pradtices has Kms 

cation been brought to its preſent enormous 

25 as a moſt proper inſtrument for main- 
9 


I e 38 
taining the public tranquillity ; and to hls | 
| gay docs it keep its ground, tho' the ends of 
it are far from being anſwered; and every 
thinking perſon trembles at the abuſes of it, 
which yet are uhavoidable. Cuſtom has 
lulled us into ſuch a profound ſleep, that we 


cannot bear to be awakened ; we ſtorm at 


' thoſe who would rouſe us out of our le- 
thargy. May one afk whether this fo 
1 expedient be any more than 
a prejudice or notion, a mere cuſtom 
introduced indeed, but the propriety and 
efficacy of which, can hardly be proved ei- 
ther by Seripture or reaſon? Were we not 
ſo relax and torpid in the ſearch of truth, 
it would ſhew itſelf to us; for though 
| ſhrouded under a thouſand prejudices, ſtill 

| ſome beams are continually breaking 
forth, and they who ſeek her diligently 
ſhall find her. The Engliſh have a faying, 
We could go farther, would we but uſe our 
feet, The neceſſities of life indeed diffi- 
pate us, and indiſpoſe us for the inveſtigating | 


ſuch truths, as require intenſe applica- 


tion, and frequently meet with nothing 
but trouble for their recompenſe. How- 
ever, my duty as a man obliges me to con- 
tribute my ſmall mite to the welfare of ſo- 
ciety, or, at leaſt, what 1 think is for its 
G 8 welfare; 


41 8 ] 


welfare; though I am not ignorant that 
to corrupt men truth is as np as * 
ck radia: 0 of the ſun to nt Is. 


e 


SECTION. TJ pens 


How truth "i doubtful caſes, inſtead of liteniog 


- js to be 


ſought. 


Experi- 
ence. 


what monſters this ſo celebrated ex 


to the ſuggeſtions of paſſion, we are to 5 


7 conſult the Scripture, reaſon, and experi · 


ence. Theſe will inform us whether the 


imprecatory oath, ſo. deeply . rooted by 
_ cuſtom, be ſuch a very proper means for 


inſuring fidelity, bringing truth to light, 5 


and nes? the HIP: welfare. 


8 E c T I O * LI. 
vk hon already from L AA 


pedient 
owes its invention; how the uſe of it has 
been propagated by inſatiable ambition 
and avarice; and how the corrupt views of 


ſpiritual and temporal rulers have impoſed 


on the ſimple commonalty by all manner 
of artifices and ſophiſtry, — has 


likewiſe ſhewn, that amidſt all the increaſe 


of imprecatory oaths, even from the carli- 


| eſt ages, they have not been able to re- 
ſtrain ee nen that 


5 


moſh in ny (hag but a TOY! 
Experience has ſhewyr 
ancient monarchy j in the univerſe, — Proc 
tained its conſtitution without any oaths: 
that the Japaneſe, a numerous and power- 
ful people, ſtand in no need of any bet corn 
dient for the ſecurity of their govern, / 
or the ſupport of public tranquillity; and that 


the Ottoman Porte can keep many nations 


in quiet ſubjection, without binding them by 
oaths: that Philadelphia, a flouriſhing city 
in America, which allows of no oath in 
any caſe, pays the king of England all due 
obedience, no leſs than his moſt loyal 
jects; and ſupports itſelf by quite other 
means than ſwearing. Experience teaches 


us that in all republics, where it is uſual for | 


repreſentatives to ſwear inthe people's name, 
many thouſands of the people do not ſo 
much as know what the oath is, wel ſtill - 


leſs, that they are bound by it. Suppoſe 


ſome effential duty of a ſubject, in which 
N obligation ſhould hold good ; yet after 
a perſon has acknowledged | the prince 
whoſe protection he enjoys, as his rightful 


ſovereign, however often he may haye 


13 


ſworn, he will ceaſe to adhere to this 


| eſſential duty. or his oath, -when he pon 
| t 


ſub. 


ſon 
_— 


fame oath taken to a ſecond, 'thitd, or 


SO e and l. + aw that gh 


A ee e e eee 
country will ſhew equal difrgzd e ur 


ſourth ſovereign, wherever his deſtiny car- 

vies him, ſhifting his frorn allegiance wich 
hie abode. Of this the migration of ſo 
many hundred Swi to Carolina, and other 
countries, is ſuch a glaring evidence, that 
it would be ſaperfiuous to enter on formal 


roaofs.. There is no law, tie, or obligation 


which can extinguiſh the innate propenſity 
ta promote one's own happineſs, as indeed 
JO vaſt; the n law of mature. | 
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s EC TION Lin. 


What rea- het ed teaton calls aloud to all 2 


lies, Have ye then fo utterly forgotten both 
the baſis and principal end of all govern- 

ment? Know ye not that man cannot en- 

ter into com pat, nor ſubmit himſelf to 
Fake, unleſs it be for his advantage and 
har ne? Sound reaſon. teaches us, that 
men inveſt princes with ſuch dignity, conſi - 


| ; „ . 
— anſwer 
the more willing will chey be to ſupport 
him on the throne, — for- 
4pnsilo dense ef be nent. Ursi 5 
teftionand lafoty, and abuſes his prerogative, 
then is diſſolyed the natural tie by, which 
the ſubjects were united to the ſovercign: 
the ſtrongeſt oaths become weak as rotten 
thread. - But for -the-ruler to protect his 


ſoreteignty- be muſt neceſſarily have a 
power to make uſe of all | thoſe means 
which contribute to the welfare of the 
ſtate ; as to enact laws, and annex ade- 
quate puniſhments to them, that they may 
de duly obeyed. On this compact ſtands 

.the right of fovereigris to command; and 
hence. is derived ane. anne to 

obey. | 
x This i is via original compact which the 
firſt ſocieties entered into, as an effectual 
check againſt the ebullitions of our deſires 
and paſſions, and for inclining them to- 
wards the public good. To aſk Where, 
and in what archives this compact is to be 
met with is a filly cavil. It. is written in 

every one's mind; there lies the original 
there: our brave forefathers found it; and 


and diſcharge the other duties of 


1 „ 5 


Ne — reſtore” it. The cep d 
nations groani ng under exceſſive on 
will find. All imprecatory oaths will be 
— all prejudices will vaniſh); 
violences of rulers be able to ſtill this'cry 
or — this natural impulſe after hap 
/pineſs.” This is the foundation - ſtone of the 
| liberty derived from our anceſtors. Rea- 
ſon further teaches us, that the principal 
end of all government extends no farther 
than outward — and that nothing 
farther is incumbent on a ruler than the 
ſecurity of his ns in their property, 
life, and character: this is the entire ob- 
ject of polity; this conſtitutes the real wel- 
fare of a people. Now the means of ob- 
taining this out ward quiet and proſperity, | 
muſt be choſen and made uſe of, in the 
manner moſt conducive to the end. If I 
expect and require my ſovereign's protec- 
tion of my character, property, and life, 
in virtue of a compact; he has undoubt- 
edly an equal right to expect and require 
my obedience to all his orders: and if T 
fail in my obedience, he has a right to 
puniſh me, according to the laws, in my 
| 2 body, life, and ſubſtance, in pro- 
- . - , porno, 


will the artifices, devices; and 


* W 
portion to the greatneſs of my crime. This: 
is the right way to ſecure obedience, 


out any imprecations, and — 
ſelf to all eternity, on any failure of obedi- 
ence; and this even in ſuch. duties as: do 


not eſſentially affect the ſtate. The puniſſi- 


ments inflicted by the law are ſufficient; 
and by the means of theſe, an able prince 
will maintain his own dignity, and the pub- 
lic welfare: with the bulk of mankind, who 
are giddy ignorant ſlaves, preſent puniſh- 
ments make a greater impreſſion than 
thoſe of an eternity to come, which they 
unhappily flatter themſelves. with imer | 


of e 


s IOX Ly. 


| ' REASON teaches us the inutlity — 


danger of ſwearing; for as iron chains are ! 8 
known to wear away in length of time, end can 
and to become unfit for uſe, ſo has ex- . = 
perience ſhewn that an oath, that adaman- tained. 


tine band, is by much uſe become full of 
holes, ſo as to be eaſily broken. Therefore 


Ido not know whether the frequent admi- 
niſtration of oaths does more good than 


harm: but I will venture to ſay that in 


our n ſtates it is quite needleſs.; and poſ- 
£6 ſibly 


4 


1 9 1 4 
Ably nap take its riſe from this miſtake; that 
an oath 9 right over; 
his: - Befoldus. de vit. Imp. . 
hae long — demonſtrated, that by all 
this ſwearing a prince acquires no other kind) 
of right than what he had before: for ſub. 

jocte do not become ſubjecti by tlils ſwears: 
ing; but the ſwearing: is a homage they: 
pay in their quality of ſubjodts, Anotlicr | 
common is; tllat by this ſwears 
ing, the ſubjects fidelity: is better ſecured; 


whereas I am certain that the exoellent con. 


duct of our gracious vulers bindxthe hearts of 
the ſubjects better than any oaths; and they 
may at all times depend on their unſhaken 
fidelity, were there no ſuch thing as an 
oath: for where, in the name of goodneſs, 
can they in the whoſe 4 promiſe 
themſelves ſuch happy days as under their 

paternal adminiſtration? But what ſhall we 
ſay to the annual oaths taken by our be- 
loved and chonoured rulers? Who require? 

ſuch-a thing at their hands? But cuſtom: | 
ſo reconeciles us to the moſt hateful objects, 
that we can compoſedly view the moſt ter- 
rifying monſters: and may it not be-aſked' 
whether ſuch an obligation has loſt all iu 

ſtrength within the narrow compaſs of a 
be _ If the fear of ee achand- 
; i ſome 
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ntment, love of virtue: hope: of 
— honours! integrity, are not able 
to keep a man to his duty, -what-fignifies 
having recourſe to oaths? Were he to be 
ſworn every day, it would neee 
— 1 
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REASON tenclies us that we ſhould The n 
know what we ſwear, That our gracious ſhould be | 
regents have the public: welfare at heart in . 
all their meaſures is undeniable, and as 1 
certainly are we bound to obey; and that 

not only for conſcience-ſfake; but for dur 
own private benefit: yet no leſs certain is 
it that we know not to what, and how 
many duties we ſwear. The laws and or- 
dinances grow obſolete through the multi- 
tude of them: beſides many, which as 
it were dio in the very birth. In the va- 
riableneſa of all ſublunary things it cannot 
well be otherwiſe. Of moſt ' ordinances 
the commonalty know not a ſyllable; ſome» 
indeed are inculcated into them by being | 
publicly read every year; but ſtill more 
effectually by the puniſhments inflided 
on the offenders; ſo that they ſwear with. 
| or ſo much as any 3 


; knowledge, they are not acquainted with 


7, ber our "ableſt atelier, 1 ble 


will own, that with all their extenſive 


every particular edict. Thus we ſwear 


"wa duties which, ſuch is their multipli- 


| — negligence 5 the Cir ar Tan CEL 


City, never were, nor can be, known to 
all; eſpecially - as - obedience is -likewiſe 
1 to all future ordinances, 5 
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'F FARTHER, us 38 . us 
that nothing impoſlible is to be obtruded 
on us by cath. | A wiſe ruler will al- 


ways conſider the weakneſs of men, and 
deal with them accordingly: : whenever any 
laws are impoſed on us, which bear too 
hard on our ſelf-loye, it is not to be ex- 
pected they will meet with obedience. 
their power, and the com- 
monalty by artifice, will find means to 
evade all ſuch injurious edicts. This 
no legiſlature is ignorant of. If we con- 
ſider the depraved bent of nature, _ 


The great by 


ring a petty lucre, honour, or pleaſure, to | 
any duties whatever: if we conſider alſo our 
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further cotiſider the many command, pro 
hibitiona, and injunctitns, which are to be 
the rüle of our whdle conduct; we mutt: 
be convineed how very difficult it is ſo to 
8 an datli that the duties ſworn: to ffiall 
le, and the public welfare 


rules to interpaſe theit authority, that 
1 An not eee in Kang 
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— eſpecially, it is intumbent on 
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as to ſhake the foundations of government. k 
Were the greater part of the political or- 


dinances flagrantly violated, the ſtate would 


not be ruined; but the poor ſouls, : bound 
by imprecations to the obſervance of ſuch! 


| ofdinances, are expoſed to eternal deſtrue- 
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tion. For, alas I in all republics ſo many 
duties are ſworn to by the lump, that 


maturely to examine them ſingly, whether 


_ each is worth an bath, the i ingenuous mind 


muſt be covered with confuſion, ' O ye! 
reſpectable rulers! ye beloved fathers of 
our country, conſider, I conjure'ye, how! 
by ſuch cuſtomary oaths, you plunge yours! 
ſelves and your ſubjects into everlaſting de- 
ſtruction 1 Away with! that notion with 
which ſo many are infatuated, that it is 
"-not'obedience which is [worn to, but only 


| b beriften to Jumantent in caſe or. fend. 4 
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ing. With ſuch quirks and ſubterfuges do 
they labour to drown the clamours of con- 
ſcience, and ſuppreſs all ſenſe of the guilt 
and turpitude of perjury. To expoſe this 

ernicious error, and ſhew its weakneſs, 

foſes, at this rate, - muſt not have undet- 


| Rood: the very oath which he preſcribed': 


Va man ſwear an oath to bind bis ſoul with 
a bond, he ſhall not break his word; he fhall © 
a according 10 what pri out of bis 


mouth, 
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wirt; Numb kg. fr nick Eiplabet, 
| ons be made uſe of to annul the obligaz 


tion of laws; it will be foubdh to the ex- 
treme detriment of the public 
that no tie can be made of adequate 


13 : conſequently fall oat 


only xiſquing to be torn in pieces by Horſes : 
but me 1 ec I 


my — — ate uanimaNs that it = 
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treſpaſs,, diſcharges the ftains of pegury, and: 
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expiatcs for its puniſhment. The income; 


te going the, u 


« "ſecurity; 


axe un- 
heceflary and inſignificant. Then a man 


may form a ne to: betray hig country, 


parable; Fuffendorf, L. iv. ft 8. bas theſe 
5 mate +. The opinion that the under- 
niſhment appoimed for the. 5 
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15 by oath-ti obſer, . 


diſcharges from the. 5 


« guilt of perjury, is by no means, to be 


* admitted ; pr that at the taking an oath., 


et. he had explicitly made ſuch, reſervation; . 
10 with the conſent of the party, who 8 
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being whipt, is ſtil a thief 31004 be we 
has violated the duties he had fworn toy is 
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fuggeſted by 4 ſenſe of perjery 3 bat ne- 
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practices of rulers and fubyecte, canner tile 

fudder at che palpable: truth ef this ay 
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of divine revelation agrees What ths- 


with reaſon, and gives us more evident in. 3 1 


formation. Ia the New Teſtament, both 
the prerogative of rulers, and che obedi- 
ence f ſubjeckes, are fixed upon grounds v7 
that admit not the leaſt doubt. Chriſt and. 
his apoſtles were very careful to recom · 
mend and enforce the power, dignity, and 
prerogative of princes; on account of 
the excellency of their office,” 
tiled gods, fo that Chriſtian W 
5 obey . and unj juſt Tort, and 
ſuffer much ill treatment, rather thay offer 
any teſiſtauce. By their. profeſſian « 
- Chriſtianity they are raiſed far above a 
temporal 125 Nothing E 

worth any long fits pr pu 3 
ſo well inculcated were thoſe odriges, that 

we do not meet with one fingle inſtan $ 
their going about to alienate the minds 4 
their fellow citizens againſt even perverſe 
and cruel rulers, or of their DOG band 
nn any tumulte; well kat a ' fuch 
5 are muſt always terminate either in 
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Sagte of Joſhua is produced, who! xn mw © 2 
| and, made the whole pebpls Joſhua. : - Il 
of Iiracl: "ſwear ; and this ont was likewiſe RE 
| Arengahenedlby: imprecations : conſequently 
all Princes, as God' s repreſentatives, | may re- W 
quire from their ſubjecti obedience ta all i 
their: commands: and prohibitions; and 2 
penalty of eternal puniſhment-. | 3 


Avery wretched übe, for what can bs e 
more evident than that. why ot wan 57.1450 


1. This ſwearing was a ſolemn re renew BC. 
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beoites, the Gadites, and half the tribe of 
| Manaſſeh wonld hardly have annexed a 


arther, whe Moſes. 


| Mage 
(ine | „ goes in c | 
imitating, 
| They muſt rien hve th mot. _ 


_ queſtionable aſſurance of God's havin 
ed them pans. The divine — 
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ſunk into a n 


objection 
anſwered. | 


6f be Jen. 
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3 ee do 1 vor ſo-accon — my 
©. words” tor r W 


on obtaining the victory, they mould 
— ſupreme power on Je 
who, indeed, had as it were been pitted #1 
out by the finger of God. As head, ho 
could make laws, appoint puniſhments, 
and chaſtiſe the diſobedient; but could 
he, though head, force obedience to his 
commands by an oath, to the ruin of ſouls? 
This ſtands in need of proof, the ſubjects ] 
being bound to obedience by the power con- 
ferred on him, and not by 4 oath, Farther, 
the b e of the oath of My, at firſt, # 


TT is, as one who hasa power of command-, 


8 acknowledge * Caplan; as ſuch 5 "that 


ing and of puniſhing, me if I diſobey, s 
may be ſeen in the oath of fidelity drawn. Z 
up by the fourth council of Toledo. Be- 
ſides, the office of a judge in Iſrael . " 
a nature too much out of the common 
courſe of affairs, to be brought as a pre- 
edent; for God himſelf was plęaſed to be 4-44 
king over Iſrael;,.as. his, peculiat: choſenn 
and he-ſometinges raiſed. up men o 
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ſuch a pretenſion is to be found either in 
theſe. or; any of the ordinary Judges of 
Iſrael; who 5 wary choſen out'pf thebeads | 
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ment of che plan formed by God himſelf, to 
fend the Meſſiah for the falvation- of man. 
that the ſervice of the tem. 
ple ſhanld be reſtored, and kept up un n 
roming of the Meſſiab: and — 
duties contained in the dath 
Eſdras; and this coach was the more 
ſonable, us the duties were the ver) fan. 
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Saying of - VERY far is the New Teſtamient/from! = 
Chrift, —— any ſuch chifig. Tho ken- 
tence pronounced by: the Word of truth 
itſelf, — Al annihilates alt 1 
ſuch poet, oblaſta the) fg. leaves of Hu. 
fetched interpretatlons and: ſilences all patu; 
es, excuſes, and equivecations. Among? = 
the Jews ſwearing wens: got to ſuch a pitch: 
as to be uſed in common nn, 
an ornament of diſcourſe on any trifle; 
aud was 5 oh — lawfol, Fan, 


| the Talmu 
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nor to . common 17 kad mY 2 
ſabbath was the ſeventh day; nor to 
impoſſible things, as that at one would touch 
the moon with one's. 


occurs in 


This, ahd 4 ths like ttumpery, occurs 
- otherwiſe; ſay the 


mency bears. with it, nay. has enjoined! 
2 2 religious duty. Bat what ſays'bbr 

blefled 1 Nlator, the eternal ſon of eſe 
f 2 pay thou ſhalt not Fee. ee 
but foal perform unto. the Lord thine oaths.” 
But I ſay unto bY ſivear not at all; neither 
by Heaven, for i i God's throne, nor oe 
the ea for it is hi Jootftool 3 neither 
by Jeruſalem, for" it is ile ity of wh 
great king ; neither fhalt thou faear by thy 
bead, for” thou canſt nut male ' one'*bdir' 
white or black : but let 'yonr”.commuttieation” 


be yea," yea, nay, nay ; for whatſotuer is: 


more ' than "theſe" cometh” of cuil, Matt. v. 


Selden tells us of an Engliſn clergyman: 
(Linacre) who, and: only a little before his 
death, reading this paſſage 


ay threw away - the book, with theſe 
words 
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| the eib as 8. beiy ching. Py 1 
hes come to wake u comman. cuſtom 
I.. Chriſt allows ghat Moſes germitied m 
1 td ſceer, but did not enjoin them; fer- 
— ie good, All * 
„ all; — — 426 decoration to doe 
dat oni very ſeldom, and 3 
=_—_  :. to ſmcar falſely : rad, but got * 
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5 ceſſty. But their abuſes of this permiſſion, 
as in their bills of divorcement parting. 
with their wives on every petty occaſion, 
induced Chriſt to reſtrain the frequency 
of theſe bills, without altogether ſup- 
prefling them; nay, he declares thoſe given 
on account of adultery or any ſcandalous 
cauſe to be valid. Thus the prohibition 
fwear not at all is not to be taken in the li- 
teral ſenſe ; a matter being often carried 
too far, in order” to obtain What is _ 
and proper, To give A tree a fruit 4] 
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oppoſite to its crooked ply. - att 

With this view it is, that Chir f for- 
bids all anger and uſury Whatever; Which 
pet, under proper reſtraints, are very juſti- 
fable. Chriſt himſelf certifies that he is 
not come to deſtroy the law, but to fulfil 
it; not to promulgate a-new one, but to 
clear the old from all the falſe expoſitions 
of the Scribes ; "which yet would be the 
caſe,” did this ' paſſage "ablolorely forbid 
all manner of ſwearing. The ſame divine 
perſon has frequently given ſanction to 
ſwearing, and particularly when he af- 
ſented to the high · prieſt's atteſtation, 
| Though the abuſe of oaths is indeed de- 
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The other 4 br che * Wgisizin that. haz 
Punon. ords impagt zn abſolute forbjdging of all 
oaths whatever, alſedging that obſtinaeß 
and hardneſs of. heart muſt not be ſup - 
4 pol. to have . prevailed among Chriſt: 
diſciples,” though the Jews, by: reaſon of 
| kv 1 bad been permitted to ſwear; 
uns gs: reaiſhan muſt ceaſe, when the 
5 it no longer exiſted: that every 


dog for which ute were taken ae 
do tempotal goods, honour, wealth, power, 
8 ne +..2), which it was the eapiul 
agity torenonhere. Worldly 
pledges oſ 


2 of Chrii 
Were now. no longer 
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Was to. be to, rather than gain 
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hat a father, o ſeeing kis/child n 
near a precipice, draws him back from the 
danger, and takes him away; in lie man- 
ner nurſimg fathers of the church ſhould 
not allow their children to take ſuch oaths, 
however willing they may be: that Chriſt's 
mEaung could not be merely to forbid raſh, 
falſe, unneceſſary, triſling oaths, as Moſes 
had done e 3 ul ſurely the antitheſis, 
but 1 ſay unto. yuu, imports Witnething more 
than a renewal of a former prohibition : 
that Chriſt forbids not only e by 
Heaven, by the temple, cc. but as St. 
Jarhes, who may be ſuppoſed to have known 
bis maſter's meaning, exprefies himſelf, 
„ Above all things, my brethren, ſwear = 
not at all; neither by Heaven, neither by 
tt earth, nor by any other oath: that here 
is no exception, as in the bills of divorce, 
elſe Chriſt, as in that caſe, would have 
made an exception of ſome exigencies: 
| he plainly ſays, abſolutely, nor at all, It is no 
where ſaid, ye ſhall on no account whatever. 
be angry; but, on the contrary, be angry and 
In not, ſo that it is only ſinful, and not juſt, 
anger which is forbidden: that they would 
tain ko] what: plainer words Chriſt could 
have uſed to forbid all manner of ſwearing 
Wu SOAP — firſt foubidden 


1 „ ſwearing 


which are Chriſt's 


11 
Twearing indiſcriminately, fuear not at all, 
he afterwards directs us in our promiſes 
and affirmations, ler your yea, be yea, and 
your nay, nay ; adding likewiſe the reaſons 
of the command and prohibition,” every 

thing above theſe expreſſions 
ftom evil: that the high prieſt's putting 


Chriſt to his oath was a preſumptuous out- 


rage, and Chriſt's anſwer: a proper ſubmiſ- 
ſion, eſpecially as conſiſtently with the 
character of a dutiful ſervant he could not 
exempt himſelf from Moſes's law; but 
is there any thing of an imprecatory oath 
here? and were it ſo, Chriſt was lord of 
his own ſoul ; but ſurely we, who are not 
able to make a hair white or black, can- 
not pretend to the like privilege : that im- 
precatory oaths pre-ſuppoſe ſuch a power 
over one's ſelf, which Chriſt had denied in 
the example of a hair; ſhall we then pre- 
ſume to arrogate to ourſelves the arbitrary 
diſpoſal of ſuch a power over our ſouls, 
acquiſition, and pur- 
chaſed by his having been obedient to 


death? Were this power given to man, 
which can never: be allowed, then were 
ſuicide lawful: for if I may at pleaſure 
call down God's vengeance on my ſoul, 
ieee over the leſs, 4 
191 4 1 uſe 


. . written before the 


6 1 1175 . | 
aſe my frail periſhing body as Think fie | 


But, after all, they allow an oath to be 
warranted by the capie, of che ſaints, 


that is when the matter is of great mo- 


ment, . and God invoked on only as a wit- 
neſs, and not an avenger; yet amidſt the 
many flagrant abuſes even in theſe points, 


it is better totally to forbear all manner of 


ſwearing; and this they confirm with St. 


Auſtin's words, Omnia juramenta hen 
Pe ws . e KY | 


1 


8 E e 11 oN Lv 0 6,2 


2 is the ſubſtance of many . 
wad books, and as many more may be 
come to a ſolid © 


reconciliation : all the erudition of the pa- 


cific Grotius has been of no effect. He E : 


was for interpoſing his friendly mediatic 


n, 


and after maturely weighing the point. 
perſon was ever more ca- 
pable, he obſerved that the firſt opinion 5 
has on its fide all the councils from the ſixth 


than whom no 


century, multitudes of popes, emperors, 
kings, and princes, and the general practice 


of the world; ſoon afterwards,  all- re- 
government, and 2 


formers, all members-of 
Fm in „have held an oath ne- 
| Tx —- ceflary, 


Grinders s 
thoughts 
on it. 


ſetving the ſtate and the public e 4 
likewiſe, no body knew better than he, 
that an oath has no very creditable origin tw 
boaſt of; he knew that treaehery, miſ- 


ow, Gann of oaths; — Py te. 
publics; he know. that the violence of 


| tyrants, the craft and practices of  eccls. 
fiaſtics, with tho inſatiable. ambition. and 
avarice of both, have ſtuck at nothing to 
promote, this odjous, ; breed, and raiſe them 
to a frequency and import inconfiſtent with 
co mon reafop,. humanity, and 9 
ee. "ID 4 ns | £292 Daa 


17 0 77 0 T I 0 1 Lax. 


1 "THE. [latter 00 car e it f 
of the lat· defenge the primitive martyrs, wh: joy- 
oP fully laid down their lives for the trath'; 
dhe mejotity and moſt learned of thaff 
together: with: the whole body of Chriſtians 
down-ta:the-fixth century, and: afterwards 
all bo were not compelled: or ſeduced ta 
prafeſt — — With regard 
to the) Waldenſes, the Wielifftes, that pro- 
88 * * ſome: of the 


55 | reformers, ” 


explode all ſwearing. Accounts are — 
well in an equilibre, without adding the 
poor oppreſſed Menchiſts and Quakers. 
In all appearance, did not cuſtom, though 
it cam plead neither e 
| tevblation, prevail above 
_ tions, the former opinidt' Log be [ 
have giren place to the” Lättet. Thu ge 
emineni Oretius thinks that Chriſt hi B 
bids only prumiſury durbt, air Free” Eg |; 
being odt ef - triftt's p and à4bifty; 
| that — Te 
| _— not; and frequ an "tine 
neurrence'of — are 
ing ' what bcher wife they Wi 


James klmſelf adds 0 fl Rory 0 Nr 
begs — * 2 45 


perkkhct, redfbn or: 
An offict 9 5 


into condemnation. Grotius rounds himiclr 
on the phraſeology of the Hellepiſts -and 
Job xxxiv. 30. but. ſides with the latter, 
relatively to promiſſory oaths, and with the 
former in the lawfulneſs of affirmative 
oaths : he has had the fate of all me 


Fon, to weur the diſpleaſure of th par f 


. 
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Grotius VET will the. nan Sow for | 
2. 23 8 though ma Goliah eren for 
he head of whale, hoſt of caſuiſts have 
a. hard taſk to foil 
to ſtand againſt, many thauſands,) it being | 
their, mjsfortuns to peipler themſelves with 
ſo, many duties, and wilder themſelves 
in ſuch 2, labyrinth, of explonations as to 

be quite at A. non - plus. Grotius batnles 
3 all. Mars attacks with their own rapons, 
a0, 0p one an. inſtrument of the de- 


t ol another; eee, 
PE e t9bim.. 1 02. 
Rk ky rotius's aſking. ahem: hat, nd 
to what. purpoſe, they ſwear? One ſays, 
ke wear obedier 


nee, to all commands, in- 
Glogs, and prohidiios 10 keep them, 
| 10 Wi * B ording to. Pac N. U LOH Fs. 
Another 


. r 1 

Another ſays; it is aper that bc 
be the object f an oath, it is not obedjerc 
wo aner whichs 

prove as follows: -© . 
1, NN impoſſible that an oath ſhoul 
be required to all duties and commands, 
ſome g of them being as it were ſtill- born, 
ſome becoming obſolete, ſome being quits | 
inſignificant; and the ends of the greater 
part attainable by other means; * fo that 
ſuch an — and raſh cath. is little 
leſs than perjury; 

2. This ekplanstion is generally 
ted. by rulers; and, ſurely,” an oath muſt 
be underſtood according ie fte neanin 
wald whe unpoſt it. % 297, 

3. This is abundantly pr wed 
tice: never ie a delinquent" pus 
perjured for an omiſſion of duty; the la 
is ſatisfied with his ſubmiſſion e 


» 


Theſe ingenious elucidations the fo 


1. At this rate, we know 
dur oathis iply; and thisieſelf how 
defectively they are couched,” and the ne- 


ceſſity of | ſpecifying thoſe duties to the 
obſervance of which we bind ourſelves'by: 
oath ; e in rr bean = OS, 


> 


4 4 


rulers intend; and | 


nalty annexed-'to his crimes oo 0D 


combat in dis manner. 


2 140 1 
are. equally onjoined.4 and there h no dif. 
ingnihing; Where fe. 4 = 1 — 


4. I ir not io man's * : 
e of an oath, - —— 
eth, and binds his ſoul to. any. thing; he | 
feats he will got break his words bit | 
perfor m all the t came out of his mouth. 
ms. ſwears to obey, and not te ſubmit to the 
to ſuffer. puniſhment, - 


ion Os Hot 
3. It is an injury to ar the 
ſupreme powers to imagine that they want 
only to be fingering. mulcts, though crimes 
Were to increaſe, ſo as to rhreatam the wa 
| ruin of the people. it 109i Ott + 2406 
ö Uncer- WM Laſtly, we are o conſider not our x 5 


praved cuſtom, but What wil be the iſſue 
of. God's. al. 12 12 H . N 5 N (197) 
Still . Anſwer, 
when Grotius bed, whether: a man, on 
manifeſt breach of his duty ſubjects him- 

5 felf to eternal damnation, in virtue of theſe 
word: 8e belp. . Gad, as Ibis is true, and 
of, otberxwifo not help nue, even in ibe bour of 
- death 3, Here the ſticklers are — 
$1966 » thn Apex i So" 1 
4 121. 0 n „ the | 
dengel obli = on by which man. can be 
i: C7 e 
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bound # the meg 


——  — a 
, A009 meer 


1 


tables, woes 1 the 8 cereinonies; if the 


fivearer does. not- «ans e be 
mee e 

| Otheradeny. it, and come fr ash. 
ing theſe weapons," 251 tte 5 Jo, F. 

. In b not ie be ſuppoſed ney 58 is in- 
confiſtent with fres fates that Chriſtian 
rulers ſhould - expofe themſelvts and their 
childsem to eternab miſery, only for ſome: 
duties of littie or no importance. 
03 A. The end af all eee 
only to teeaportla, die ſecurity of life; 
property, and characłer; e ee 

Penalty, which muſt always be: prapor- 
| tioned: tor. the crime, cannot. bes F ctendec 
fo . % arr Hay 

3. Were ſuch an contin PREY 
. it be valid, arid the leſs; 25 all 
promiſes}: which turn on things to n 
ire von in mats Pouer, and as lde the 
3 their ſouls. 5 rat: 
JI. The moſt arbitrary deſpotiſia lng 
jottiy an ſuch monſtrous claim, either 


ens nn or from re- 


| velation; ; 


E 


== E77% 1 | 

=: 7 — atid as to what deceit and ſuper- 5 

1 ſtition have introduced, and our modern 

; — #7 amen the ſooner we are rid of 3 
or gage 5 05 n 


* 2 
{ 17 3 
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meren. | THUS theſe Ae with all theis 
als cannot agree about - anbat, to aubat, 
and on what; they ſwear. The whole 
hoſt of caſuiſts diſperſe, and a great part 
muſt come over to Grotius. However 

they will ſtand up for the aui ee ee 

as the band which links the whole toge- 


ther, and is not a little ſupported by the | 
contempt of religion ſo unhappily prevail- 
ing amongſt us; truth is not difficult to 
be come at; it is only our ſeriousendeavours 
that are wanting. The Engliſ have a 
ſaying, we could go farther, would wwe but _ 
: ufe our As; indolence ſwallows at random 2 
any tale that is told us. Our. reaſon: of 
itſelf is ſufficiently weak, and we impair 
it by ſloth and negligence, and a ſupine ac- 
1 quleſcence in the prejudices of cuſtom. 
How we We do not determine truth or falſehood 


2 881 by che nature of the thing, but by geo- 
graphy: what is cuſtomary we admit as 


true, like well bred members of the ſtate, 
| Oe with that re which is moſt 


current, 


t 125 5 | 

curtent. my diſcreet Swiſſer on this fide 
the Alps muſt, on the wartant of Geo- 
graphy, firmly hold that a truth, which 
on the other fide of our mountain 
laughed at as a mere fable. Of this, „ 
ſtances without number might be given; 
but, agreeably to our defign, we {Mall keep 
to the taking an oath. That Chriſt's ſayin 
ſwear not at all, is. addreſſed to the Pha- 


* 


riſees and Scribes of the tenth century, 2 


leſs than to the Phariſees of old, is indiſpu- 


table; or they muſt be able to give proofs 
of their having received anotherand a new 
goſpel.” It is certain that the Jews, with all 
their ſwearing, come very ſhortof Chriſtians 


names would make a middling dictionary. 


It cannot be denied, that if ever our 
Saviour forbad any thing, it is the-curſing 
one's (elf; hd he os wet che tne” 
for ye are not able to make a hair of your 


head o white t ur black. As inconteſtable i is it, 
y oaths 


that having borrowed our im 
from the tenth century, and ioberited from 


it the - wretched: uſe of them, and by 
cuſtom retained it, Chriſt's words alſo con- 


cern us. Muſt we not here with aſtoniſh 


3 * „ to truth? - 
| "" 50 


oaths, the latter being now multiplied into 
ſo many different branches, that the bare 


8 FR "y 
en ire fuller ourſelves; 1 be bandied 
 ahout by the fluGuations of different opiny ; 
ons. and entangled in inextricable ſnares, 7 


this in matters relating both to our ſpit 
aud temporal ſtate? eee can 
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neceſſary to det in adler Me: as both 
8 a „ eee ou 


Reaſon of I enilers; to ook — 4 | 


i, ue of means, Which 


frequently appear 
abſurd, the advantages of them not being 
eee * 1 | 
fome, though to more attended nithy ads 
. the view in which they act 
is called. reaſon of. flate,, and may be good ; 
but oſten is. abuſed as a cloak for iniquity, 
U e eee 
ate: perehy for private views': in this caſs - 
* were ey W than 

er LE 


TI wy J | 
_ reqfon if ate Now whoevge tykes ar 
of the domeſtie Rete of tepublice, ab. 
een ene nen relation 10 een 
cuſtom» — 2 
long retainod, and ſtill eee 
unreaſonable rigour. The 5 | 
duties under the obligation of: an cath, 
gives rulers much let trouble than particu» 
larly ta etamine what duties are worth 
ſwearing to; and in diſpatching affaire tis 
more eaſy and expeditious to cut \afpnder - 
with an catch any knot which may-cevur; 
than to go about untying it in a tedious 
— * e Lead — 


— 4 
the -befb inſtructions. Where or * party 
cannot make good their cauſe ſo well 8 
their opponents; a freſh oath N - 
conceiving that the great 'tyrannical 
their —— wheres they Dead ſor- 

; \their power; always = 
ber mona great, ' Both fides aQon 
 Feajons ars. This ſamo renſon of "ate. 
is 4 pod om lenitive 1 


F 
acht, 


'Y 


- 


* 


at are the 3 
of Pat. Yet in cannot —— 23 4 


nity. They cone — about 
h — and model their conſciences - 
accordingly ; reaſon of Bate proceeds t 
ritatively, tramples on all the object 
of Jeriptare, on principles, reaſon; and ww 
Perience, and arbitrarily enjoins' them to 
take all convenient oaths, as if it could 
cancel the declaration uttered by the 
mouth of truth, of the judge of the world, 
and] (aperiede the inviolable nec God 
mankind. * 
ſciences are for abiding by Chriſt's words 
| ſwear not at all,, and require explanati- | 
n 2 ready in- 
ne, . *. them off with the 


- Gituft = 3 | 
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example of our pious forefathers. But 4 
they will. not eloſe witlr the, and vamöt 
reliſh the ordures of the ancients, the worſe 
for them, reaſon of ſtate being ſo pbſitive 
as to undertalee ene awey Chriss 5 
wordsz. > 73% 0. 044 w $44 F Pn 5 
Let this ſerve for a keine ſketch of what” 
reaſon of ſtats is. Whoevet defires farther 0 
information, may conſult” Cnfing. 1 Mert. 4 
de ratione ſlatus; Naud' cas Polit. fur les 
coups detat; aud Rudiger's Art ef Goverh-" 
ment. Hiſtory every where ſhews us, that 
reaſon of ſtatꝭ has in allvintes prevalleW@too 1 
much. But there is a'God'who turns the 
wheel of deſtiny, and very aten belles the 8 
e eee e 916; S 5 1 
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W Esche bo try whether it be not p pol. 3 

üble to dram up an oath; which may be | ' 
taken and obſerved by oppoſite parties with 
a ſafe conſcience, and ſerve as a model of 

a rationah oath, having all the requiſites of 

an oaths; being of unexceptionable validity : 
on whatſoever: ſide it is viewCeed, and like. 

wiſe able to ſtand theiteſb of reaſon and = 
TeySlatipMe > 10 65 1151 4 | Fi OfN WW» Lap "rt, | "0 


* , 1 4 ja 8 2 : * 2 * * vs 2 + © * — 3 3 

3 KISY 1 e B # Ha 1 5 : 

22111 1 20 30. —— X 8 * 1 ; ; 4 
* 5 * 5 

og * #7 . For * | 5 1 
an 1 . „ 

+ | a 95 | 5% þ ; „ 
* 


Tp the living. Gab av: phom ane 
70 e life and being continually, de. 
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| "Ta thee Q Maſk High, eee 
% _—_ are but dad en 
3 « e thi „ 1 
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£ o Gods of; teach, ka. 
« ſhpwelt. weten tai thoſe: hu ard oi an 
; by Zn, heart, and rao fal- 
1 « To thee, O 8388 God, who wil 
1 *; reward — one Fun to his. 
| | pi th es aL... 2 
2 Bo rag. ee 
1 « who dess wy eren bea and 
* 1 ſceſt: int all ſocret things, 0 that with: 
98 they dark nafwickf ita lights o 
. ther, O God. who art every where 
| 3 prafent,. eee manner” 
=. 5 eee ble ras 
1 4 who art poſſeſſed of 
E tection; for thine is 2 
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4 powet and the 
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Wü the deepeſt rererenes du I bo The 


beſote the throne af thy: 
« « jelty, be thou witneſs to the upright itt 
© tentioh.df heart willingly to-denfbrm 
1 to-the' following duties: 
6 Not to abuſe the d 


« kind which may come to my Know- 

* ledge, ; 35 
« To neg Slect Boching which. may con 

chess io the fable elfe. 
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Weiser ito. ahnte mp ſelf to legi 
" * puniſhment. ö 1 


R adily to venture my life and fottune 
in ſupport of the enn 105 of My 
"1 4 beloved country. 
ge. &: But knowing my eee, 1 imple 
en. * the merciful and gracious God, that ht 
„ will ſtrengthen this my upright diſpoſi- 
5+ a” tion, and by his ſpirit incline my heart tb 
« perform the duties to which I n How 4 
n Amen.“ 2b os on he 
nen 44 262183 i 2161” 
Obſerva- * Theſe Janis a are e indiſpenfibly Rs 5 
oa. they are poſſible: they are adapted to the 
mid of * government, and they are likewiſe 
eee preſerving the end OL 
I {4 Canes 1 
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. WW "REAL delf.intereſt'is} and ever Mt be 
the great motive of man's whole conduct, 
e dach lb rigs meaſures, the conſtant object K 

7 which is the attainment o * happineſs. The I 

1 in dſed towards this deſirable end, 

80 ſociety and reciprocal iptercourſe and 

; — theſe, gradually. became 
larged into communities and govern 
_ Theiſccond mean was laws for oO 
| * "IN paſſions ;. _—_ 
=_ — e 


2 F 135 + 5 
theſe laws might be ſupported” with Jus | 
vigour, rulers were inveſted with adequate 
powers; and in proceſs of time, that no 
thing might be wanting to the ſecurity of 
mankind, an oath or ſwearing was intro. 
duced, and gradually aggravated to an in 
precation, though the world had ſubſiſt- 
ed near five thouſand years, and ſeveral 
potent monarchies to this day ſubſiſt with! 
out any ſueh thing: yet is it accbunted one 
of the moſt ſolid” foundations of govertis 
ment; and what was invented in the times 
of darkneſs, and by monſters of wicked 
neſs and cruelty,” we retain from bereditary 
_cuſiom,” It is not now made a queſtion, 
Whether Chriſtians can bind themſclves by 
a curſe? that is,” whether they can enter 
into ſuch a compact, by which theinfracter 
incurs eternal puniſhment,” Aber en ie 
It is in vain to diſpute this pot, vi 
thoſe who inſiſt on the practiee 3 
people by oaths. They herein betray their 
ignoranee; they are — to the ght 
of an oath,” to tt 16 various duties of mad, 1 
as a member of ſociety; to he nütufe of 
government in republics, and 10 the . 
vantages of ſalutary laws The Preſebt 
queſtion is not ee n oſervanee, . 
GY thiss:. £1 fires 
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tiny 
S it hot N Mattie caſtor to fling 
one's ſoul for duties of little im inhporianes, anũ 
ndt abſolutely rt. e 
Is it not a horrid — of the 
whole work of r 
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Aer 
heaven and winch Hale, eee , 
mari 25 reve ——_—_ 
 whold nams is hot! bo-eatt"gr Min un 
Serre the prodeltare de dane or 
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their capital role indikefende 
all earthly" things; Chiifttans have” ate 
with ſo _ pert gt towards Seh Other, 
f their connnarnds, 
oaths, that! 

—— Gn who is 10% Nel, 
de ee eee of ar vc 
withdraw alt tity therey 


commands. Can this be conſidered without 


K 414 emotion? 


ne 
8 . 
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1 536 1 | 
emotion? Who can forbear Randiog forth 
| $9,put a ſtop to ſuch a dreadful evil? 
Is univerſal ſwearing promotive of the 
welfare of our country? and are n _ 
preſſed by a multitude of oaths?» 
The foregoing form of a proper: 100 
lawful oath is, with regard to i" Toro 
God (he being called on in all his per- 
fections as witneſs) an honourable conſeſ- 
ſion of our faith, ponfidentiallyroffering-up 
i bun a heart void of falſii t. 
The ſtate: hereby all tumults and ie 
Auen are prevented, the fundamental du- 
ties both of rulers and ſuhje & ſpecified; in 
plain words, and the performance of tbem 
folemnly' promiſed- by the panty-ſweariog, 
Thus every one, who is not given up to the 
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Obligation: the ſolemn repetition of 
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are · not ſeared, at Jeaſt have an equal force 
gs any babbling of an imprecatory; oath. 
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pr s prohibition relatively to *promillory 
oaths agreeably to their plain literal mean- - 
ing. By the explanation in our form of 
an bah the great ſtone of offence is tel 
moved, eſpecially as Chriſt abſolutely for- 
bids all curſing both in promiſſory and af. 
firmative oaths; on this account, that we 
are not able to make a hair white or black, 
All that ſcripture and reaſori allow a Chriſ. 
tian herein, amounts to no more than this: 
that in important caſes of neceſſity for diſ- 
| covering the truth, and as an aſſurance of 
our integrity and "the uprightneſs of out 
intentions, we may invoke the omniſclent 
God as'a witneſs; but not call on God to 
avenge on us "oy failures in the, duties we 
abe ſworn to. 45 „„ 
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word worthy, which it ſeems is not t bs 
weighed, means no more here than that nat. 
any one may be choſen Who is not. a 
profligate or an ideot, It muſt be a deſ- 
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far void of merit, as to be incapable of ſuc-. 
ceeding the place of this or that member in 
the political body. Even negative merit 
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doctrine of Chriſt there is not v7 thing 
that in the leaſt looks that way. * 2114 of 
The reformation of the Church being 


tributed: to the propagation of this oath, 
For the council of Trent having made a 

decree (though it never was put into full 
force, being aſterwards limited to eccle> 
ſiaſties) that all catholics ſhould ſwear to 
the canons, and continue in faithful obe- 
dience to the ſee of Nome; (Father Paul's 
; council of Trent, ſeſſ. 24. c. 12.) ſo, on 
be other hand, W the Augſ 
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loded, human ordi- 


85 Brunſwie, un 


ʒjects ſhoüld Wear that, te 
their power, they would promote the 


t 4 


birg confeſſion, alter ſeveral mectings at 
animouſly Agreed. that all. 


princes,” edutits,'” barbi 5," towns} and ſub- 


truth Wich they profeſſed} and ſtelfaſtly 
continue in it. This amidft ſo Wa 


changes in the ſovereignty of cities, and 


the artful machinatidng of; their; enemies, 


was thought the beſt way for ſupporting 
the reformation, „ which had been intro- . 5 | o 
_ - duced: this was this motive of Luthers 
zeal for retaining the oaths; Thom. Hit.” not 


7 9 5 that though ſovehemen "at a ” 


acts, and decrees of *councils,'' and were 


impoſed as rules of faith; and both' clergy 
and laity were, with no leſs ſtrictneſs, f. worn : 


to the," maintenance of theſe new * 


nances. To this,” as Seckendorf juſtly 


concludes, it is owing that in moſt parts of 
Germany the clergy and laity ſwear to ad- 
here to and ſupport theſe forms. But that 


T5 


this unhallowed expedient has done more 


harm than good, and ſtirred up contro- 
verſies innumerable, may be ſeen at large 


in | Sleidan and Seckendorf, and eſpecially 
M in 
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the "utmoſt 'of 


peny p pape in Ha F "bk. 
ps an — mag ot catioris, 
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zMeiee A the Church was to be Jup- 


J. Cor. iv. it was 
» that laws,, org as. 
offi to and obſerved by the..cmembers ; 
this iu the very ſource from which 
| ny ne ed all;cregds, confeſſions,- canons, 
"Se which by degrees, though quite em. 
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BUT -it+4s., worth notes, er 
Conſtantine che, Great the. C 
. ſome meaſure maulded into 
and. thus looked on as other. civil comma 1 
2 welfare indeed conſiſts 
in outward tranquility; and. this. is not to 
be obtained: but by wholeſome laws, with 
penalties..annexed, as compulſive means. 
Hut che Church ſtands on a quite, different 
ſooting; it ĩs contrary. to its nature that the 
trus end of it ſnould be ohtainad by ſuch 
compulſory, means 3 gain, its true welfare 1 
does not conſiſt in, outward... tranquility. 1 
: Confeſſions, - canons; Me. may be fo fat com- 1 
mendable and beneficial as to, produce. an 
external union, and to point out; the way 
to a1 real-unity · in faith. and ſpirit; but 
where this is not. the motive, all external 
union ſigniſies no-. more than. the erw. 


ing on l Io. l 
| ſhoulder, 
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| AD G to this ohotivi are all con- | 
feſſions and forms to beconfidered; and the 


view of them muſt be that mentioned by the 


© apoſtle, har the whole body may be built up 
inthe true unity of the Spirit. He does 
not ſay, that outward tranquility may | be 
obtained and eſtabliſhed ; as the true unity 


in Spirit, which is the true profperity of 


Ky 


the Church, may ſubſiſt without ſach tran- 


quility. Hiſtory informs us, that never did 


the Church of God flouriſh ſo greatly as un- 
der the preſſures of the croſs, when none of 


theſe forms and canons and eonfefnt ons were 


in being. The Goſpel was preached with 
no leſs truth and energy in caves and de- 
ſerts than in the ſuperb cathedral of 8. 
Peter's at Rome. Not leſs fervently was 
Te deum ſang by ſhepherds in the field than 


in our churches, when accompanied by the 


© ſolemn organ; and the trumpet 8 — 1 
dlangor. The real unity of the Spirit, 1 


may ſay, was better eſtabliſhed by perſecu- 
tions and diſperſions than by any eccleſiaſti- 


cal conſtitutions, decrees, canons, Cc. to 


which ſo many oaths have been added 1 


. tt I 65 1; 
the better conſolidation of the Church's ppli-, 
_ tical;conftitution ; but to the true members. 


of the Church they are of no maxe.uſe than 
a bandage for binding a ſound limb to the 


body; and with regard to. falſ®m mbers, 
they may be compared to the fa f 4 


netten n ebe e JE ar e 


E * 8 * : 
,* * IAB £455 ; 


J. 7 TEE 1 1. , 4 #8 227 
4 


D 2 * " mil asf * 1 
Ska 1; *5 


ic * 0 * 10 Nee 


; E 
5 $4 ai 


BUT ent prudence 3 is required, to 133 Neceſſary 
up ſuch, forms as ſhall preyent not. only _— 
confuſion, but likewiſe all ſuperſtition; +the 
nature of man being ſuch as to lay a con ader- 

able ſtreſs on externals, and, forget the eſſence 
of religion; and ordinances calculated for 
the advancement of true piety. they pervert 
the worſhip of idols. The experience 5 

all times has ſhewn that the very beſt inten- 
tions have been abuſed to ſuperſtition. The 
plainer, the ſhorter, theſe forms, the bet⸗ 1 
ter; and whenever they come to be abuſed 
let them be altered, or totally aboliſhed, 
as; Hezekiah broke in pieces the brazen 
ſerpent, though an. illuſtrious. memorial 

of, Iſrael's | tore | deliverance. - Who 
ſees not the great danger of ' impoſing 
ſuch forms with an oath, as it has been 


nes ſtill is productive of the greateſt miſ- 
M 3 3 chicks 5 
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RE. more . ow 
"its primitive fimplicity, and affected worldly 
grandeut, the more its cpnſtitozion deviated 
into political ſyſter, The rieſts began to 
Hold diet or meetings, - dighified: wich the 
appellation of councils: they onjoined 
confeſſions of faith, as nerves for comedt 
1 lifeleſs body: they made 

of quite a difſtrent 5 


e e bans di IR 
| Had? freely allented to them. Their offles, 
| fidbed, impowered them to make ſoen 
Eons; and with this power the n 7 
of the Church had tacitly iriveſted them, ye 

ut any prejudice to true beljovers, 6 
thus they would forego their privifege in the 
te covenant te prove all things, But the 
Holy fathers e their ſtalls ſo many ; 
Kibithaks, ſoon. got the aſtendunt yer 
Prihcet, Wo that they ſeronded the eceleß- 
kde h precepts erecting them 
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| laws, firer ning | with a6: 
laltive)"Hid Erde ate ag Mb 
be taken to obſerve them; an Hot oily 
the people, but the very princes bowed 

their neck do ſuch a ye In cheſe diets 

they were not unmindful of pr promoting 5 
Rei, on "welfare, n H in that cohlifted lid 
the ChürC-ü Wil. They fæmęmbareũ the 
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hebe mines bimfeff judge Gref tis 
wröther, foteibly obtrödes as his "own 
Ing instisig, and fins Es by" Minitelf in 
OY temple, ufürps Ci pr f 
: Brits Confeidiiecl” with t eth 
for te fake 6f himaii'edids,” Ad ßerlel 
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Theirbit- | BUT the bond of fait h and 5 
r fruit. "f life being wanting, all their buftle and 
craft miſcarried; all their conſtitutions and 
ordinances could not procure them ſo much 
as outward.tranquillity., Of this we baye 
a clear i tance in the firſt council of Nice, | 
which was conyened on. Arius 8 account, 
Conſtantine the Great owed great obligations 
to the clergy ; it was they who had ſettled 
Ws on the throne. But the eo Ne 
ing of Arius's dodrine, and hy inſtituting 

| canfeſſions; of faith and rules of diſcipline; 
did not ſatisfy the fathers; 3 ets brox WM 
the emperor to paſs an act, that every on 
who. would not, in all chings, conform to 
the declared meaning and intentions of the 
Church, ſhopld, be ſeverely puniſhed. Nom 
this was going beyond any Pagan prince; 
nay, they perſuaded the emperor, that all 
their. tranſactions were to be looked on as 
thoſe. of God himſelf; and the emperor 
accordingly ſtrengthened the council's de- 


eres With this formidable law, „ That 
* _ © whoever 


rn 


Jo on P 4 169 5 1 of , 
1. tele ever concealed an Arian 
oe did n not publickly burn i it, w Igor 
. braced that doctrine, whoeyer — 1 
« an Arian, or offered to plead for him yp 
* a cobit of juſtice, ſhould immediately * 
bs buffer cath” by the hands of the com- 
f mo! | executioner.” Thus thoſe hare- 
brain > ſhepherds,” incapable of. reclaiming 7 

. 5 Wit power 
of the ih, threw away the crook, and 
| took i in hand a rod, laying, to the irreparable | 

damage of truth ys of poor Tabmiſſive ſouls, * | 
2 reftraint on the conſcience, which, nature - 


itſelf .abhors. But the "conſequence was 


anſwerable to ſuch deteſtable means ;' for 


| ſoon after, t the erroneous fect of the Arians 1 
Z became more powerful than ever; they : 
even, wrought ſuch à change in the em- 
peror himſelf, that he repealed all the acts 
of the council, received the Arians into 
favour, | baniſhed Athanaſius, and did in- 
expreſlible miſchief to'the Church. The 
Arians followed the example of the too 
precipitate orthodox, hewing them Gio ; 
on all fides with the ſame ſword. with 
which the latter had ſo furiouſly At- 
tacked "them. . Now this divine — 
ment "ſhould naturally have opened the 
* eyes, had they not been utterly 
| | eaten 
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a 9 ; J.mrmfienes; of. Neo, | 
fides duerazence ee panitemus, u. 
tentes defendimus, defenſas anathematizamus; 
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inpdodrine o fanh in. nds of their own, = 
anch to; xpreſs. the.diyine will more plainly followed. 
than the. divine. Spin Bos 6 Me pure 


tions, 2 — —— 
men's invention |; Ot this modern. times gige 
an inſtafice in the members of the famaug 
— of Trent, who were. not able to 
draw up the doctzine of a certainty of the 
ſtato of grace ſo clearly, hut that to of 
them, — Soto and Ambroſiia Car 
chatinus, who haue vyrote. on that article, 
hut quize oppoſitely, bech dedicated, their 


_ diſſertations 


: it 175 bl 3 
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which the ingenious father Paul — 
7 that the: emiffiries'of the court of enn 
;  wer®'cxtivtnely" perplexed; and everxon-e 
vrondered wat the 1 _ 08 _— 
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* 3 "ALL theſe ann 1856 en were 

view, ſo many ſteps to the exaltation of the 
clergy ; whatever became of the true wel- 
ire of the Church, the worldly welfare of 
N fo 5: \  the!biſiop vas protnoted: ace 
1 57 of ſo man councits n ceimeted in this once 
point, to fix the clergyis unlitnitęd power, 

and; der the colour of religion, tot lay 

an inſupportable yoke on the necks of the 

deluded people; and ſo far have they ſue 

_ ceeded: in this wicked work, as to make a 

trade of religion, turning the altar and con- 

feſſional into a bank, the keys of che ling · 

dom of Heaven into the keys of coffers, 

F and the moſt ſacred duties of 1 into 
BU jobs more or leſs profitable. And theſe 
abuſes, enormous as they are, are like to 
laſt, al ranks having ſworn on their etet- 


"ou A quietly” to adhere to theſe rule 
and 


2 2 
and ſhould: any one offer to arraign them, 
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8. ſo much as 


man toe bec ame "expel ed, and many could be 
"2 7 vet with regard to put- 
ting a Re on wn much leaven was 
fſuffe red to Tenge kel wnieh, as the learned 
bobmere obſerves,” the canotr law, being 
"retained almoſt every where, not à little 
contributed. "Luther; indeed, was for a to- 
tal tal aholition of it ; but the lawyers defend- 
ed it as of great iſe for the regular courſe 
and ſpeedy adminiſtration” of juſtice, and 
that beſides the courts of judicature being 
uſed to the canon law, it was not without 
many good and very commendable articles. 
F "This! political circumſtances of thoſe times, 10 
particularly the retaining of the uſual oath, -- 
as ſomewhat ſacred;- was another check t - 
- farther progreſs ; ſuch. being the nature of 
man, that what has ſtruck its roots deep 
in him, as an important truth, is with great | 
ace allowed to be a common . and 


we} 


n leſs to be anne 
5 N 5 2 Din x ; 1. 1 SLED p 
- 


3 2 

3 e 

96 92 1 3 = " F P # a 8 14+ 

2 ; * * N ee 
* ” C r * 

— 1 £ ; } * 1 


tl 


* ; P 2 P 6 wer 
1 1 4 by. 2 ? 1 
ts 


50 10 N Nh Wer 


8 THE reformers have Jaſtly objeed to 10 
che r Eburch, 
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B a level - witl the laws, and to be e judicial 
5 ſentence, determining all religious contro- 
VvVebrſios, W 
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Natore of | ALLithels 
2 by che dunon law, have been ache ard 
. cb uf ted in numberleſb writings. It is very 
:quitly-pleaded,” that confeſſions, forms, ca- 
anens, Sc. are not tobe confidered as laws, 
| nf can be impoſed ; the nature of reli- 
5 D qious oontroverſies being ſuch as not tobe 
actermined per viam fm ü ,mit, 
5 Nr belongs to God alone; but per iam 
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| articles were at fir Sh re- Proved by 
1 _reived, being af greeable both to reaſon and 
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. Scripture. Le c. Were at ſirſtt 
drawn up. with this meaning, and to this 
u 2 But to obtrude them as laws, ſa- 
. yours + ſtrongly of the whore of Babylon, 
that woman (as the intiepid Luther 
nn his notes on — 

LY at 


r 
. that woman ſitting in a buſhel, g 
de caſting. forms, -ordinances, and ſyn 
e bols on the oppreſſed conſciences b 
„ buſhels- full; but Chriſt abhors all fue] 
s falſe meaſures and wares. - Concerning 
15 articles which he himſelf, in the year 
* 1537, laid before the Proteſtant ſtates at 
* 'Schmalkeld; he ſays, that the end of 
his drawing them up, was, that on o- 
4 caſion they might, if required, lay be- 
4 fore the council a ſummary of their 
'  « *qofrine.” And how they afterwards 
came to be ſubſcribed by the miniſters as 
| the Church's confeſſion "& faith, Luther 
" himſelf certifies ; *©* T have avoided: making | 
the articles very numerous; the precepts 
* of God "himſelf relative to/the Church, 
our ſupetiors' and families, being as 
« many as we can diſcharge with due ex- 
* actneſs. To what purpoſe then multiply 
| 46 decrees and ordinances, eſpecially when 
no regard is paid to theſe capital points 
e of God's own | inſtitution ? And theſe 
articles we are far from iſſuing as ſtrict 
1 injunctions; this would be reviving the 
* Popiſh decretals, but only as a teſti- 
* mony and declaration of our belief,” 
Luther very well knew that in God's word 
. Was to be found e enoug th, both for faith and 
Fn il | . e * N 
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© BUT the old. ages San came into yt 
1 of atherbhhe ones it which hat mentals 
tower of Habel. demoli ſhectlately, Has cun- _ | 
Jirucdd, another i has been built; 3 f. thoſe from.. 5 
very: ghains hielt ſo mugh to- hreult, 

others have been forged, but indeed on a 


different anyal. 'F he Topo FL was an 


| abhorrence; and what has been done? The „ 
| word: is only ted, RE drier a. 20 b | 7 
hes bean e, e ee , 
The. invidious Mana Parting, lads | 
and, compalipry:oeths- to, enforce-religian, 
the: patuge pf,which is perfect freedom, has 
been. left to; princes, and foreteipag, ona - 
ES. ſup poli, 
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they weak en, — 4 : 


ſupport a reformation, - Thoſe very: mo- : 
yy views, 'realons,” Ge. which but a 
as erroneous, 


unjuſtifible, and pernicious, we now im- 
1 — length came to 0 be 
for retaining the oath of religion. He 
apprehended that the annual changes of 
| magiſtrates in the imperial e cities, and tle 
variable views of the. princes, might 
pede the courſe of the reformation. Calvin 
entertained the like apprehenſions; and the 
oath was judged to be a good fence againſt 
ſuch accidents, - Thus men, with all their 
endowments,” however great, are always 
men; and perhaps never does their weak- 
neſs more betray itſelf, than when hy are 
Tor bg Wen e NY elig 


SEC r 10N ct u. by” 


Bad con. - LET us now 'prodetd' the miſchies 


end by the impoſition of theſe forms. 
At firſt the Loci communes of the learned and 
moderate Melancthon were recommended 
tain very: good book; but ſoon all candi- 


008 oh _ orders were to ſubſcribe to it 
at e 


N 85 3 ſynod held at Lichteaburg i in | 


1576 determined, that beſides the ff 
creeds, the Augſburg confeſſion, its defence, 
Luther's two catechiſms, and the Smalcald 
articles, ſhould be received as rules. The Con- 
cordance· book, compoſed by Dr. Schimied-- . 


li, was likewiſe eſtabliſhed as a rule, and 


to be indiſpenſibly ſworn to. Farther, 
ſome country | mihiſters- aſking how this 
could be done with a ſafe conſcience, having 
5 previouſly ſworn to MelanQhon's Loci com- 
nunes, which in many places „ 
the Concordance, Schmiedli made anſwer, 
that the aſſembly now abſolved them % 
 fa#o froin all obligation of any former oath, 
and that Melancthon being under fulpiclon, | 
1 they muſt reſt ſatisfied, and ſwear again. A 
poor village parſon took. the liberty to re- 
ply, © Conſcience ſhould not be laid under 


« reſtraint but we poor people, having fa- .. 


* milies to maintain, muſt take care not to. 
be turned out of our liviags.” On this 
| occaſion they ſeemed to have remembered 
the behayiour of the popes concerning ſuch. 
oaths, how after binding the people ſtridlly t to 
adhere to thoſe laws, ſoon, in. virtue of their 
pretended power, they diſcharged them from 
any 1 obligation; no other wiſe did Schmiedli 
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better now owledge, a, a catechumen ; others 

| Fo " ambiguouſl 73 According to my ap afprobatim 
3 'of the Jaregoing articles 1 ſubſcribe them ; 
„„ others not critice but only cates egorice, not 


; | entering into particulars. All tele hep 

; tions are a plain demonſtration of apgrieved ve 

. conſciences, 'who were for healing their 

A . _ wounds with this ſort of plaiſters, : When 


"at length, with great labour and more' finiſter | 
Practices, eight thouſand ſignatures had been 
| Extprted, and they boaſted that this 1 4 


"able book bad been actepted by eight 
e thouſand 
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bes wats. hens ty Cn oamnns „ 
and parſons of ſmall villages, all proved 
ineffectual: ſo far were theſe devices from 
ſettling the concord and tranquility of the 2 
Church, that all parts f. fwarmed wr With lam- 
poons, ſatires, confutations, re f jeefions, _ 
admonitions ; the former by private perſons, 
Fro the latter even by Lutheran 3 
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a diſa greeable employment, yet regard for | 
truth obliges me not to conceal what haz 
happened among us. The laborious Hot- 


tinger, in his Hiſtory of the Church of 


Switzerland, N. ii. Z. vii. p- 894, gives w 


the following account: * Mr. Bullinger 


41 had already in 1 562 committed” to paper 


Wo + before the magi! 


* a brief ſummary of the doctrines which 
te he had preached and likewiſe recom- 
e mended in writing during his life-time, 3 
be that, on his deceaſe, his family might lay 
Y, as a teſtimony 


b of his firm adherence to the doctrine he 


« profeſſed; it was likewiſe read and ap- 
« proved of by Peter Martyt. Being in 


„ 1564 ſeized with the peſtilence, which 


« at that time made a deplorable havock, fo 


e that his recovery was very doubtful, he 


* inſerted a direction to that purpoſe in his 
« will; but at the earneſt prayer of his 


t flock, God was pleaſed to reſtore him; 


. * and, by a farther gracious providence, 


F* this confeſſion of faith was made public, 
ts to the great edification of the Church. 
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2 known ths. purity and holineſs of their" 
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« doctrine in an Ae confeſſion of 


« faith: that pio 
60 . likewiſe defired Bul- 


c linger to publiſh this excellent confeſſonn 
man and Latin: for the 
« elector r being threatened with the ban of 


ſe. both in * 


* the empire at the next diet, on account 
of his ſingular opinions, was deſirous: 
2 that this confeſſion of faith ſhould be 

* printed, as an evidence that he had no 
« ſingular opinions; but that all his ſenti- 
* ments were perfectly conformable to 
« thoſe of the Proteſtant Churches. After 


« mature deliberation, the eccleſiaſtics at 


wan 3 


„Bern, and Geneva thought it 
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| C erland ſhould ORG this confeſſion of 


« faith in their name. With: theſe joined 


« Pundten, St. Gall, Biel, Mahl, Han- 
' ſen, Nevenburg, Schaf hauſen; and in 


4 1644 Baſil, Glarus, and Appenzel had 


« their names inſerted in it; nay, ſuch 
« was the reputation of this confeſſion of 
4. faith, that the Churches in Scotland, 
Fl Hungary, Poland, and France ſent for- 


us prince Frederic „ 
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this july. extolled —— two points de. 


were inſerted as articles of faith; eternal 
election and the ſacrament of the Lord's 


ſupper, of which the unolent 2 
wherein ſalvation was alſo obtainable, make 
not the leaſt mentian; Theſe to points 

have jong been diſputod With ot . — 
znimoſity 3/and: the OUT Coogee: by 
are now. e utterly: incurable; by the 
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C — not ente the violence-put 
on conſeipce; 50 pn evaſions are eafily 
and every ſenſible Chriſtian 
muſt allow. that ſuch oaths rob the divine 
word of its due honour; and the word of 
man is fübſtituted as the infallible oracle, 
every teacher is to vg 
olaici va warb the werd 6 of God. If there 
be any need of ſwearing, why is it not the 
holy Scripture that is fworn to? Then 
ter ſoon pen e 2e indeed, — 4 
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MOST of theſe ths ww their inf 


tution to a precipitate zeal for religion, and 


3 couched in ſuch ſevere words, 2 
when the commotions of the ſtate come to 


ſabſide, and the contents are quietly- ſub- | 


mitted to, ſcarce. will any body undertak 


to juſtify the rigour of the literal. ſenſe of 
ſuch oaths. The magiſtrates of all repub- 
lics in general are ſworn to defend the reli- 
gion contained in the books of creeds ; the 
clergy ſwear faithfully to teach it; the ſub- 
Jets to adhere to ſuch doctrine, and all of 
them univerſally quietly to continue in it. 


The laſt is the more agreeable, many being 


quite tired of examining; this oath 


prote& 


pre- 
ſuppoſes the party ſwearing to be clearly | 
convinced of every ſingle truth contained in 
| the creeds and confeſſions of faith; for how 
can he, who neither knows, nor believes 
theſe truths, bind himſelf by oath to adhere 
to and defend them againſt all contrary in- 


. This would be engaging ta 
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rote error: a moſt” flagitious bath, and 
5 its vety” nature invalid. On the Lune 
quiry y the truth had deen found, was this 
oath introduced; and to ſecure the ſtability 
of ſuch a valuable acquiſition, this addi- 
tional bond has been added. Let us now- 
ſee whether this be a f. ure foundation 4 Io 
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wa EN at the time of the chm ep, 
tion the infallibility not only of the ſee of ** 
Rome, but likewiſe. of the councils was 
denied, the grounds of doctrine were exa- 
mined into; an examination not only al- 
lowable but recommended by the apoſtle, + 
Prove all things. Does this injunction con- 
cern only the believers of thoſe times? Havre 
the reformers alone inherited an exeluſie 


* right of inquiry? Have their followers no 


claim to it? Is it to be ſuppoſed, that we 

having exploded the gift of infallibility, and 

of celebrated councils, it has inſinuated it- 

ſelf into our diets,” and meetings of cbt po- 
rations? Binding ourſelves by 'oath to 

maintain our eſtabliſhed doctrines againſt 

al other opinions, is attributing to the 'com- 
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n is o longer necetſacy, may. be proved | 
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prares : to ur forefathers, and they 
1 gave full aſſent to them, | 
thoſe very ſame ſymbols muſt ſurely ap- 


| pear equally © to us, .hefore we can ra- 


tionally, I will not Gay ſwear that we. will 
adhere to them, but ſo myeh as promile 
one aſſent to them; it being a clear caſe 
with all 1 e that truths. oy 
he inx only, 
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not {Yule ; and the end ö To Pabſie fi-. 
wa as e ctes chendes tent the ve- 
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_elſe they would not have added: If any 
one can from the word of God put us 
0 igto a better way, we are, under the 
Lord's guidance, open to conviction, 
4 and will readily defer to him.“ They, 
2 excyrding to the prophet's promiſe, ex- 
ed ſtill better times; an infreaſe of 
knowledge, a clearer light, an effuſion of 
| he, gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. . They 
very prudently did not ſet up to have re- 
ceived all the gifts from that fountain of 
0 livin g waters which will never be dried 
up; whereas, according to the conſtitution 
we have ſworn to, a growth in knowledge 
is to be dreaded as hurtful. What elle 
can be meant _ ſo — * . to * 
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mae, HEREBY the very nature of our 
. twe ymboliczl | books is altered; they are 


impoſed. as laws, though they. cannot be 
an object of laws; for all human laws 
relate to the agenda, and not to the cre- 
. denda : they direct the occupations of 
| n. and their tranſactions with one an- 
other, 


and not indie,” To order that the Des- 
venly truths ſhall be underſtood according. 
to this or that ſyſtem, is equally abſurd and 
: tyrannical, - The ken of the moſt pene- 
rating is but of ſmall extent; and as the 
eye ſtands in need of fight to diſcern an ob- 
jest, ſo even the moſt clear-ſighted ſtand 
in need of the light of the Holy Ghoſt; 
which is a Ao wrt ng of ng n 
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Do not printes take too much upon By the in- 
them, i in binding themſelves and their ſub- TT 3 
jects by caths' to ſuch rules of faith? e 
having never received the key for opening 
hearts, Acts ii. this belongs to God alone. ws * 
The emperor Maximilian II. calls this i * 
truſive power a peſt, a horrible villainy, an 
inſolent invaſion of God's ese 
Might not our Saviour, had he approt 
oaths, with much better reaſons have ap- 
pointed that his heavenly doctrines ſhould 
be ſworn to, as laid down with ſuch me- 
thod and perſpicuity? In a free city it 
muſt: be allowed "I the ſubjects never 
C 5 made 
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nor in 5 matters 2 farther, cloſe 
with the preſcribed ordinances and rules 


than end e 
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| Noth. II V. dd got, ou a W 
1 tance diſciples an comanifſioping them. to propa- 
in ch. gatehis.dofrines? Who will offer o.fay, 
Goſpel. that Chriſt, who founded r an in his 
| _  ',omnblood, was not infinitely more Con- 
cerned for its pufuy and: propagation than 
4 8 any magiſtrate, coler, Or ſovereign ? Vet 
no religious cath did he preſeribe; thereby 
giving us to underſtand that at the ſlaſt day 
it is not ſo much according to our ↄpinions 

as our actions that he. will Judge 1 us. ; From 
hin we know mat ar 0 ſſential 
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to to reign, God requires the heart; * 


01 les js ſubverſive of 1 ? 


- 


poſition of forms and ry] 
ele. | Excellently i is it ſaid by Tertul- 
lian, Human Juris ac poteftatis. naturalis 
eff, unicurque quod. futaverit, cure. Nec — 
ali abet, aut prodeft. alterius religio.. Sed 1 
nec rellgionis eft cogere_ religionem, cw . = 
Joonte ſileipi debeat, non, vi, cum er boftia 
ab amis libents expoſtulentur, This is 
likemits: beautifully diſcuſſed by the cele- 
brated x oodt, in his DO Keb. a 
9 Jure Er,  libera, „ 
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blind im plicit faith, . which our Helvetic *. - 
confeſſion juſtly treats with, contempt, For would , 
if our ideas of divine truths-muſt-be model» wan. wa 
led according to this canfeſſion, to whatpuce | 
poſe do we. b ourſelves in enquiries aſter 
— he profeſſors in univerſities muſt 
compoſe the —— and explain the holy 
Seriptute acchrding to this rule; and thus . = 3 
* the orig 554 rule; is degrad WE... 
and made ſubject to human poſitions; — 1 
ſuch explanations the ſcholars muſt em- | 
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Mu Igel of old, they muſt pe on th 
dps of their priefts, though Jeſus as graci- 

oully eaſed the believers of the New Teſta- 

ment from fuch a yoke, and, if our ſloth will 
allow us to prove all things, has promiſed 

that we ſhall have an unction from above 
which wil teach us all things, and lead us 
8 into truth. That great Ey liſh lamigary 
4% Why would ye | 
ne prove every thing and hold füt 
? Rather give mes 
| | ef he mes, which you helieve 
"3 5 2 de "coritaine@ in chat facted book. 
5 m'T to kunt for them in the boly 
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is 0 Believed then abſolutely muſt be; 
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.ovly the auth, e;if Hound by oaths 
ions which he cannot c/f as a truth, 
he mein concludes, and not amis, il 
that an oath, can be no bond of, iniquity. 
And what courſe then does be take? 11 
* of docttine which, he . cannot. digeſt 
omits, and thoſe which c not be intirel 
omitted he diſguiſes in ſuch high on and 
e e . carers 


K from, Sf. Pauf's or Tully's 
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jg ho — celig ious — 
do too evidently evinee. But we ſhall not 
open the 'wolnds of -oar Bleeding — 


0 8 ays | 4 15, | 

like the "bleed reformers,” 164 Baule om 
bled then nſelves_ about being exclaimed 
againſt as perjured ; ſenſible . the tranſ-⸗ 
1 this irrational ont would do more 
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greater evil, not only - | 

n hs al — to thoſe glorious truths 

promiſed us in the laſt times; it is farther a 

terrible incentive to tread under foot the 

_ moſt lacred duties of "religion," andunder the 193 
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baritzes. It is uſed by the great as 4 m m a 
to co ety wicked view, and 
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ran avenge ant — - Suppal» 
happily axilled, de nos aum khr divine-ors; | 
dinances, or even refuſe; to take tho im- 
precatory oath, this does not Bring them 
under. an outlawry:; they ſtill. eontiaue ſub- 
jos; and whilſt ſuch, they are intitle te 
protoctiun. Oh, but they cauſe eonfaſiodi 
in Hrnel, and the magiſtrate has a righu/ to 
puniſn and ſuppreſt them as actual cnemiod 
to the conſtitutien of the Church. Thie 
old wile of the ſerpont has been long fines 


diſcovered ;/ it is a thi bare charge; 
which it is high time to lay aſide. Th 


impious Jews perſecuted and put to death | 
the prophetgas incendlaries, ad ſ&aries, not 
as God's Farben and holy men. Were | it 


ſuah ene du, nel i would-be 
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reaſon, I do not ſee. But are ye 1 
to afſent to truths? Certainly, „We cannot 
but aſſent. Why then we eld take an 
oath to the Scripture, the pure fountain ef 
truth, and 'not to the inſtitutions of fal- 
ble men. Farther, if this aſſent be 
fincere, if we really believe in theſe arti- 
cles, (I fpeak here of hiſtorical faith), then 
the u indipg is ſo fully impreſſed with | 
them; that to ſwear to them is as need 
leſs as to ſwear that twice two. make four, 
It is impoſſible not to aſſent to a manifeſt 
truth} "and error can never be eſpouſed as 
error: but this hiſtorical faith is the product 
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E. 5 mime les plus ſtur, 
 fays:Monteſquieu z adding, A un dehire 
du gouvernement. I own myſelf not one 
of that keen · ſghted claſs; and, after a 
leiſurely view on all ſides, can perceive 
nothing of that danger Which my worth 
kinſman has ſuch ſtrong apprehenſions of; 
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knowledge. of human nature, 2 8 4 
But that truth and innocence may "not 
ſuffer on account of the word dangerous, I 
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our imptecatory 'caths, common indeed 4 
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to his G though bound by a thou- 
f fand oaths to remain in it; and how 
indeed can a ſubject in diſtreſſed circum- 
ſtances obſerve theſe oaths ? Should any 
one. gut of a patriotic zeal, ſet abqut Clear- 
ng the ſtreets of looſe ſtones, ſuch a pa- 
triot, and à real patriot is he within his 
ſphere, would, but very undeſervedly, be 
called a madman for his officiouſnels, 
Thus ſuch words fignify nothing with re- 
gad to the ſubject; though he equally ſwear 
to them; but chiefly: relate to the magiſ. 
| rates : yet are they oſtentatious, and imply 
ſuch a gaſconade as ought not to haue place 
in an oath. ,- They ground themſelves on 
a notion as if rulers guided the wheels of 
divine providence, at the pleaſure of their 
ſuppoſed policy, and were able. to direct 5 
deſtiny. We admire” the addreſs of 2 
Richlieu, Maxarine, Cromwell, and other 
ſuch remarkable perſons; but, on a cloſe 
inſpection into their politics, ve find that 
if their devices, treacheries, and perjuries 
have deceived others, much 
more Frequently hans they themſelves been 
caught in ſage. of their own Jaying./ lt 
Ir the divine providence, and not theit ſo 
much: boaſtedi et fo oſten miſtaken policy, 
6 „ ict appoint | 


the fiſe; an brings ab ut the fall of at the 
ſtates and monarchies of the world; Tue 
Machiavelian projectors,” though af 
to be thought firſt rate geniuſes, after all the 
wonders of their vapouting ſtate- craft, never 
were: able to defeat the divine purpoſes. 


ö 


All their fetches, ſtratagems, ind frauds are 
only the parts of a political pedant, often 
the dupe of his on ſuppoſed” ſagacity. 
The divine wiſdom makes uſe of the very 
oppoſition! of the children of men to exe· 
cute its unſearchable' plans: the Almigbty, 
who has appointed the weak fand on the 
| ſhore as boundaries to the tumultuous ocean, 
has laid on it this inviolable command, 
hitherto and no fatther ; it is he likewiſe | 
who puts a bridle in the mouths of poten- 
tates,” that the moſt rapacious ſtate-mon- x 
ſters ſhall ceaſe their ravages, according, 
to his gracious appointment. P ; 
Solomon the preacher, with whoſe in- 
bght into things, no Machiavelian ſoph!. "ps 
is to be compared, at once demoliſhes their 
flimſey ſtructures with theſe" words, The 
ate is not to the  fwiff, nor the Battle to the * 
| frong, &c. And here 1 might call on a 
politician for a lecture on that verſe: it 
would doubtleſs afford equa aal entertainment 
and inſtruction with that wretched com- 


1] 6, probibition, of ſwearing. Who can 
be ignorant that many often run in vain? 
while illneſs, 5 quiet nee goal; 
while ſome appa are ly wrong oo wat | 
3 wiſdom, is baffled equally with 
olly. There are; more e inſtances. than one 
that in political aſſemblies the whole have 
 fided with an opinion, which, at the ſame 
time they would have zealouſly. 2 
only — their. not rightly-underſtar 
tu faſt wiler of the Deity; ; xe. iff = 
ever has, ſhewn that, through the — 
guidance, this has turned out to the benefit 
of our country, By What means ? By 
policy? No, but by the app | 
| ſupreme ruler, of all things, without whoſe 
will. not ſo much as a hair falls from our 
zead ; therefore to him and not to us, 
' not te any wiſdom or policy of ours, be the 
glory. Whoever harbours any other ima. 
Sinstion is like ab ner: | 
he 15 eating,, but when be e500 bis foul 
Hull be. empty, IGiah. Xxix. g. ering 
* 2 on! 3 bo feeds 


nent of the 


{9 
fied, has turned its eyes towards 
Tor AFtliverance ; and found it = 
s Adolphus. "Mir hör F 

ſelf among ull i eondibelots come to 85 
ſuccour? Has not Holland, 'wh ſt welter 
ng in its” blood,” baffled the p pe 


Sweden 


manure of its aggran ndirement ? a not WA 


Gar means, the confer 
tain to ſuch a . proſp 
. eo nnn with all his ci 


i 


—.— of ever” getting the ſovereigit 
of England into die bands. All "events 
come to” paſs in conſequence of the. di- 
vine plan, Which it ig quite b the 
cac| ef human 9 „ either to 
or p very well know 
immediate tely when 
y; he knows the 
r ans 7 . mf 8 As with wife 
and ſubjefs' with, 1 
hen , 2nd can ſupply 
ipners. We mult ! 
10 che lig eſt degree 


® 'P 
65 72 N n . 
lien 


* 


„ 


for a long time nad no 
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wo 2 'of _ win. its preſent 
ppoulence and power, which is ſuch, that its 
founders would not know it, we. do not 
with overflowing hearts, acknowledge h 
happy change intirely owing: to. the Al- 
.mighty's graciqus protection. How. then 
dare we engage in ſuch an artogant and 
preſumptuous oath, that we will promote 
the welfare of our country, and babe” ' 
e Hire lp ſo doing? 
It is vague, and often means ns_ nothing; 
times it has a meaning, but gr 
one makes bis own c bats 
theſe words imply fo. many things,. wün- 
actions, and ec time, place, pc: 
caſion, that tlie ſtateſman of, che moſt 
comprehenft ive. parts, cannot ſee into, and 
much leſs judge hay. drape hero 8 in, all 
#heſo particulars will. hurt or bras bun 
country. Is it for the advantage of ae 
Jent republic tg accumulate e d, 

ine 57 that alliance... The de- 
Fihog, muſt he left, to. time, There ate 
ſo max ren for t the negative, or affigma- 
87 that all our ane amounts. only.;to 
conjecture :, that in all_caſes we th poll 
; Wy a oper 1 lg 


+ 


1 Kul Pan toth 0 Mr 
mere 


. ww - 


x 237 3 

| be ize being of 4K to the late, 
every man votes and votes according to his} 
preſent judgment, but the next day things ap- 


Pear in a different light to him; then what: 
is advantageous to one prouince, or 2 ſo- 


ciety of men, may hurt another. A pur 


blind political mole, who of ten points of 


5 enn in which an affair may be conſidered; 
perceives only two, cannot reſt till he com- 
: ig his ordinances. to paper, and flatters 
himſelf that he is doing his country notable 


ſervice; whereas; in reality, it would be 


5 a wonder if ſuch ordinances ſhould con- 
tinue in force a month; or, to uſe a phraſe 
of our own, any longer than from eleven, 

till noon. However, theſe ordinances muſt 


be ſworn to, as well as all the reſt, and a 


man conforms to them, though to the der 


triment both of himſelf and his country. 


Another p cannot, minding the 
letter of Ay 2 act as he thinks beſt 


. for his country. Now which of theſe 


two has beſt anſwered the purpott of his 
oath? Vet amidſt ſuch. a multitude of con- 


tradictions, there is no making our way 
in conjunction with the latter and all that 


remains is that to the beſt of one's know- _ 


ledge and conſcience we do all the good 
n e the mutability of all 


"93 4 things 
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deen and caring mend the matter en 
antimegte and — hampered with 
_ oaths, ad infinitum. This c director 
m übe in a perſon of rank 
All living, that he told me he \ hould have 
done many ding which he had omitted 
in regard to his oath ;. but it did not occur 
to him, that from his natural remiſſneſs, 
and the 1 he had omitted 
many. remember that formerly the gi- 
gantic Chriſtopher with the infant Jeſus in 
one of his arms, was placed in the cathe- 
dal over the ſplendid 1 as a — 


fappreſſion : of Loperitions ornaments the- 
infant was removed, and e 7 
— ee 1. topher the 


great The ame — in 
many, is 10 +benter than this wooden 
Chriſtopher 5 they would rather have an 
halbert in their | hands than the infant 
| Jeſus and in eil manners they reſemble 
the vapouring G Goliath, O! that ſuch may 


ſoon be laid low by David's ling} But 
bow does this chief overſoer diſcharge bis 
office? $, e, informs us that on 

a ſtimu- 


13 # 45 . 7 „ 


regard to truths otherwiſe clear eh ga 


Effay and the 


| meridian fon. | of dhe n 


much; EY hoks Hike aral 


E world had: — 1'by 
letting aſide the imprecatory oath, and cau 
ing focial duties to be complied'wi 

doe execution of the laws to which 


£ 
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ative, and covalidite ons oath bytes 
This — ſoon —_— — Ps 


as fork; Bot they will ewig bo:pleaſed 
to allow that men of +honour are — 


carried away by paſſions, though f 
worthy patriots, as in the. preſent — 
Nou let us conſider how conſcience, amidſt 

our various propenſities, - when bound by 


an oath, diſcharges its office of overſeer 


or comptroller. [Experience ſhews us-with 

what dexterity, as its views require, it can 
make a right or wrong uſe of the maxim 
to promote the public good. The ambi- 
tious man of parts, eminent for all political 
talents and qualities, is appointed to the 
management of the moſt important affairs, 
and ſucceeds in unravelling intricate tranſ- 
actions; will ſuch a one leave a ſtone un- 
turned to ſupplant his competitor, whoſe 
only merit lies in an illuſtrious pedigree? | 
Should the :oath obſtruct his putting his 
good intention into execution, he con- 
ceives that his very conſcience obliges him 
to: fwallow the oath: for the ſervice of his 
e and 0 take chat office. on him, 
as 


1 
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— far-a right difahago.of | 
it. An avariciaus man _— brings him- | 


ſelf to i 
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ſome foreign prince whoſe territories con- 


fine on his country ; beſides, with him, 


it is a maxim, this . a republic, already 
in very good circur 
nothing can be more ernicious. The man 
of expence, who. delights in Sing good, and 
promotinga briſk circulation of money, were 
it even by ſacrilege, turning ſilver images 


will his e e ee lelt, and 


applaud him for ſending them 
the world according to their 


elan or. pedlar, whole. — 2 


7 this wretch is likewiſe at no loſs to 


_ quiet. his. clamorous conſcience; all exac- 
tions and means of lucre with him are war- 
ranted by bis Chriſtian, calling, his oath 
to 2 57 off as inſtituted . by. enyious 
Perlen, is, to, giye way to the obligation 

| omoting the good of one's country; 


3 forbids pond to — a hows of f the 
public money, leſt it may prove a baſis to 


een to : Shut: elf, 


of cite into aa! gien ie ſuch a crime 


1 
. This trade does, though prohibited 
_m_— lw. Thus can the deceitfal heart 
miſlead even honeſt men, and blind the 
conſcience! with" illuſions for' every pur- 
poſe, ſo that in time it becomes hardened 
woall le of perjury” 3 the banden en 
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OzzDience 88 all ORDERS, | Er 
RP OHIBITIONS both e and way 


"THE framers of this oath hive herein 
hives, with mers hit they will crar 
down the moſt prep: s ſweatings; by 
which ney ſo "highly valued prop of 'go- 
at is moſt" deplorably bungled and 
hacked, fs out” of its chips have been 
i formed a mut | Ie of ocher oaths, which | 
themſetves' Rand” FRY need of ſupport: 2 
mete notion, a chimera, a falſe explanation, 


or rather an obſtiration, muſt be called in 
as an N and to proce 2 05 its 


— — mines equal 
perſpicoity and energy the jt oP Wie 
words, that no member of the ſtate is to 
offer wy, explanations concerning them, 


hy 


and daily aliens bo 1 
theſe c_ — an inextriege | 


— eee ck 40 
only bee as of right and reaſon i 


cas der radical dude, —— 
the form as eſſential to the ſtate, 


and all tranſgreſſions or neglectu to be 
animadverted on by the. .execntors of 
the laws; and this is the ſubjection due 
from every ſubject, fur which I refer to 
my Eſay. But the terms in Which this 
oath is drawn up, are ſtrangely ſevere and 
rigorous,” and the order of the ſupreme 
adcquate penalties ; — perſons holding 

all ſubjects: and dependants, ſwear, : moſt 
ſolemnly 3 mae 2 0 enen, 
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 lenitive, to ſay, Thet tlie auth did not im 


ſhould be left in beg 
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perjury. Would it not be better, is it 
not even neceſſary, hat the word ſubhjection 
do inſerted in the oath, as clearing up and 
abating its extreme ſeverity, implying a 
ſubmiſſion to ſuffer the legal puniſnment, 

in caſe of a breach of duty and offence 
againſt the laws ? The ſword of the ſupreme 
powers would then blaze in its proper luſtre, 


ſubjects obedience being enforced by 


the 
their authority, without ſtanding in need of 
being aſſiſted by oaths i e and pres 
See — 22 5 55 I. k. "ani 
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IIS $ hateful link of 50 4 ſhould | 
have been gilded with-the word j,; then 
the framers of this oath would have met 
with no oppoſition; 1 is ſome· 
-whatavkwardly: inſerted. It is very ſeldom 
that a government iſſues aud orders as are 
manifeſtly unjuſt ; if not from real goodneſs, | 
at leaſt to ſave appearances,” On the other 
hand, it is not for a ſubject ſo much as to 

ee that any orders and prohibitions are 
; alculated for the good of the ſtate, 
much lei to take cognizance of acts of 
government; as with ſuch a e the 
feditions * * pretence, mig 


5 unreſer ved obalivice; to all 0. 
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elude all orders whatever, and refuſe that 


obedience which they owe, as eſſential to 
the very being of the ſtatei I have often 
wondered that our rulers; as men of wiſe 


and probity, can allow of ſunh a 


monſtrous impropriety in our laws, and the 
more, as ſome abandoned political caſuiſts, 
with only this fingle: word, cancel an oath, 
10 diſſolve all obligation to the duties ſo 
ſolemnly ſworn to. In Sections liii. and lvi. 
it is plainly demonſtrated, that the duties 
ſworn to ſhould be #nown, feaſible, important; 
and neceſſary ; which laſt words imply, if 
no other means can be found for keeping 
the members of a community to the pro- 
per obſervance of their reſpective duties. 
But we, in our raſn Lee ue bind 
ourſelves by an i oath to pay an 
dinances: 
now of theſe the moſt conſummate lawyers 
never had, will, or can, have a complete 
knowledge; and even with ſuch complete | 
knowledge, they: would not be able to ob- 
ſerve ſuch duties with the preciſion due to 
an oath, not only by reaſon of our paſſions, 
which are apt to poſtpone duties to an 
little profit, pleaſure, or honour, but like- 
wiſe on account of our natural incogitancy, 
forgetfulneſs, and avocations, intruding on 


| L 240 
s fromm evety fide: people, from their cit- 
cumſtances, are ſo taken up with the cares 
| of life, as to overlook: all other objects; 
| e no time to buſy themſelves 
9 e about duties and an 


are poſſible to be obſerved. All 

theſe duties may be ſufficiently provided for 

y penalties, and are not wprth the ſacred- | 
neſs of an oath, nor does the violation of If 
thick-wenkenor diſturb the tate; and even 
poſing them worth an oath, yet can the 

be better maintained by rewards | 
and-puniſhments. Theſe dwell on the me- 

mory longer than hearing an oath read: the 
bare word u ſnaps aſunder all theſe knots. 


y bound . 
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lenitives, at leaſt ichent che 
— And ſulickat 
reaſon it is for aſſerting and mak 
| truth, that a Chriſtiah —_ 
by: th very fundaimental principle @ his 
gion, | has renounced” wealth,” nend 


pleafure 

force” aher to dledgy: -his" foul"? 
Jews, though alviays" very ready at taking 
er e — not gone ben 
r Rake; ds dach Wis made ule 
of: whetcas among us affidavits ate taken 
on every 

rather inſupportable, we feat diligetitly 
to obey, falfil, and comply, with br 


ders, 'pfohibiti ons, ptesepts, ed dias, and 


mandates, paſt, preſent; an and to coe. 
ſhall not now enquire Whether it de War- 
rantable in a Chriſtian to renounce, thoug | 
conditionally, tle divine mercy and os: 
ET.» „ R a . 8 
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"Tb ran TO 
lethargy of ot relpeRblerler, tht thy, 
* other occaſions have diſtingu 
who 5 al for the good, of our country, * 


far 


— * 


ion of ſuch impiety, and 05 


MH! important point are ſo remiſs, ſo 


not perveiye the utter unjuſtifiableneſsof this 


a i 1 . +: 
ip a fi for al 2 hand cob 


Wes me no aal ery: is; * wn 
| of no- bad diſpoſition in themſelves; they o 


oath. If rulers, under anꝝ pretence ot plen 
whatever, ordain what Chriſt. has forbid- 
den, the obedlience due to- men takes te 
lead of the divine command; they being 
and it is their moſt glorious title, only 
God's miniſters. No all imprecstor?) 
oaths, without exception, are prohibited 
by our Saviour; and, he plainly ſets forth 
the cauſe: and reaſon of ſuch prohibition; 
that no political pamphleteet, no PhariGieal 
ſcribbler, will ever be ahle to invalidate this 
ſacred command. Cuſtom, that ſorcereſs, = 
leaning with one arm on thie ſanctuary, and 
with the other on rraſum of fate, has faſti- 
nated our magiſtrates to ſuch a degree that 
they have even ſtrained tlieir politics; *'to 
put the beſt face on ſo bad a cauſe. But 
their - wretchedneſs and ſophiſtry-ats- big 
with ſuch evils, that I cannot forbear uni- 


madverting 46 them {Git 21 1690 S191941 939 
road Bs "ks 
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Peter Was put in mind d ' denying Hil 1 
Lotd by a cock 3 Balaam was . 
eee wer and 'a e Pie 
helping-band to dne who is finking? ab 4 


Chriſtian ; ſhall not e loy my talents fot 
the Glration of others? as a ſabjett;/ ſhall | 
not I. to the beſt ot my abilities, promots 
my country's good ? as a burghery all not 
I help to Crs eM rer r in 
our city? as a preacher, ſhall not I expbſe 
error, and ſet truth in a clear ligt? 
Frarther, the Chineſe, who Nand wh 
| pigh in your | eſteem, have a law; that 
whoever ſces or knows of any thing a- 
mils, is n lay it before the 
Such an order I held very 
beneficial "4 Af » republics ; and in imi- 
tation of it I did, pL a ſincere” view to 
the public good, recommend my Ess Ar 
a0 che atem natics of alt: Chriftfans, Tad 1 
d among theſe our oath-analyzers, 
what an outery hid-enfued | However; this 
analyſis; it is hoped; will-convince them 
that our common oath ſtands in need of 
 amendmen Iwill not ſay that it is ab- 
ſolately bad, and beiter out thun in; but 
you know full as well as myſelf,” that no 
vague, nb far-fetched, much leſt no unin- 
telligible words, no unneceſſary, no un- 
ot = known, 


_- tary. = 
known, no inſignificant duties, ſhould be 5 
2 and leaſt of all When the divine „ 


_—_— gene" Is it not in ſome e a 
contradiction, that we, profeſiing to bel 

the total inability of a Ginner to any ' wee] 
70 take upon us to ſwear that we will ob- 
ſerys all the ordinances of the tate all 
other duties. Que oath annibilates another 

the oath; to obey all-ordinances, totally fas. * 
Perſedes the oath to the Helvetic 2 . 
but in - ſtate-heretic Wen 


this ee 1 will venture e 3. 
az 4 certain maxim, that the impoſition of 
duties ſo very contrary to human nature li 
never be complied with; for the natural, 
principle of purſuing our happineſs i 1s of 1255 
more antient date and greater force — i _— 
E laws «pg infieations * ae 0 1 
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